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PREPACK 



This volume was compiled for the use of a small 
Infant School, fipom the conviction that children 
of the tenderest years are able to understand the 
vital truths of Scripture ; and not only so, but 
that, in some instances, the mind is cast in such 
a reflective mould, it seems to require at the en- 
trance of life to be fortified with a knowledge of 
its high destiny. 

This conclusion was come to from the intimate 
knowledge the writer possessed of one child's 
mind ; she was rather a dull child, and became 
rather a dull woman, but both as a child and 
woman she was reflective. 

She thus relates the early history of her child- 
hood : — 

" I have not the slightest recollection of the 
first three years of my life, but at that time I 
awoke to a sense of my existence ; I think pro- 
bably the birth of another baby occasioned it, for 
that event I distinctly remember, and it was then 
that I began to have a very weary sense of life, 
and to long for death, because I wanted rest : — so 
fully do I remember this weariness that I am 
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persuaded it recurred frequently : but as no one 
studied the weary child, she went on gathering her 
own experience. 

"A month or «o after this a startling event 
occurred in the village. 

" Three young men had gone to a Regatta on 
ojie of the Norfolk lakes (or Broads as they are 
called), and it being a stormy day, a gust of wind 
filled their sail, the boat capsized, and they were 
drowned. The day of burial came, and I was 
allowed to go ; I earnestly desired this ; the church- 
yard was but (as it were) a stone^s throw from 
the house, and I had often played upon the pretty 
green that covered the mounds under which ^ the 
rude forefathers of the hamlet slept/ and I 
thought if I could look into the grave I should 
see the dead at rest. The nurse carried my baby 
brother, and I walked by her side taking hold of 
her gown. 

"When we reached the churchyard the mourners 
had assembled round the grave ; I slid away from 
the nurse, and being little, I slipped between them, 
and peeped into the grave, but instead of seeing 
what I expected, the bodies of the dead lying 
there happily at rest, I only saw a long wooden 
box, and greatly disappointed I turned away, and 
went home. What next occurred I cannot recal, 
but this I do remember, that it was then that I 
first learned that to die was not to sleep, for I 
was told in simple language, ' if I were a good 
child I should go to heaven, but if a bad child I 
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should go to hell/ Children reason qukkly^ and 
I directly decided that I could not always be 
good^ and no longer wished to die ; but I turned 
to my play, dug with my little spade under the 
larch trees that bordered our garden, gathered 
daisies and primroses, and was Hke any other 
chUd.;' 

This history tells so much that it might be left 
to speak for itself, but the writer cannot leave it 
without remarking, that had this child been told 
the whole tale of man^s creation and fall, and. 
then the history of God's wondrous love in the 
redemption of the world, and had this been fol- 
lowed by the assurance that Christ is now at 
God's right hand ready to intercede for us, and 
the Holy Spirit ready to help us, there can 
hardly be a doubt but she would have been one 
of God's happy sealed ones from that day ; and 
an aim, and a purpose, would have been given to 
her whole life. 

The worldling remarks with complacency, min- 
gled with wonder, and the Christian with un- 
feigned sorrow, that the children of religious 
parents often turn out very badly; there evi- 
dently is a fault somewhere, and it would be well 
for parents and teachers to reflect whether this 
may not arise from their not sufl&ciently consi- 
dering how very early the faculty of conscience 
is developed in a child's mind, and this being 
the case it should be instructed with, or even 
before the reasoning powers; if this be rightly 
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done^ it will not only be ready to guide them, 
but you will have pointed the arrow which (in 
after life) the Holy Spirit will use, to bring home 
conviction of sin to the soul. But let it ever be 
remembered, that example speaks to the unedu- 
cated and to children far more than a multitude 
of words, therefore do not let your children see 
you basking in gospel truth, and at the same time 
sentimentally lamenting over the sinfulness of 
your own heart, but let them see that you con- 
sider sin a wrong, and a shameful thing, and that 
you are energetically determined to adorn the 
doctrine of God your Saviour in all things. 
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ADAM AND EVE IN PARADISE. 
Genesis i. ii. 

Which is the oldest book in the world ? 
The Bible. 

Who xFTote it ? 

Holy men who were taught by God. 

What is the first thing we learn firom this book? 
We learn that in the beginning God made 
the heavens and the earth. 

Did any one make God ? 
No ; God is the Great Living One, who 
always has lived, and always will live. 

What is the name of the first book in the 
Bible? 
Genesis. 
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Who wf ote it ? 
Moses, 

Does Moses tell us in this book anything that 
happened before God made the earth ready for 
man to live upon it ? 

He just tells us, that before that time, " the 
earth was without form and void ; and dark- 
ness was upon the face of the deep," until God 
sent his Spirit to move aver the face of the 
waters : Gen. i. 2. 

What were the first words God said ? 

He said, " Let there be light," and directly 
God spoke these words the darkness and the 
light divided, " and he called the light day, and 
the darkness he called night. And the even- 
ing and the morning were the first day." 

What did God make on the second day? 
He made the Firmament, 

What is the Firmament ? 

It is the clear air that is all around the 
earth, and which stretches high above our 
heads ; and it is there that the mighty God 
placed the Sun and Moon, and all the spark- 
ling Stars. 
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What did God make on the third day ? 

The dry land and sea ; and upon the dry 
land he made the grass, and the trees, and the 
plants to grow. 

What did God make on the fourth day ? 

He made two great lights, the Sun and the 
Moon, and set them in the firmament to give 
light upon the earth ; and he made the Stars 
also. 

What was made on the fifth day? 

The Fish to swim in the sea, and the Birds 
to fly in the air. 

What was made on the sixth day? 
All the Cattle and Creeping things, and last 
of all God made Man. 

What did God do on the seventh day ? 
He rested on the seventh day and hal- 
lowed it. 

Does God make things in the same way as we 
make them ? 

No ; very differently ; for if a man would 
build a house, he has to pile brick upon brick 
for many a day ; and if a woman would make 



12 ADAM AND EYE 

a shirt, she has to set stitch after stitch until it 
is finished ; but when God makes things, he 
has only to speak the word, and the things are 
made directly. 

Did God say the things he had made were 
good? 

Yes ; at the end of each day's work he said 
they were very good. 

Before God made man what did he say ? 
He said, "Let us make man after our 
image, and in our likeness :*' Gen. i. 26. 

When God said this, to whom did he speak ? 
To Jesus Christ. 

How do you know this ? 

Because St. John says, " That Jesus Christ 
was in the beginning with God, and that with- 
out him was not anything made that was 
made :" John i. i, 3. 

Of what did the Lord God make the body of 
man? 

The dust of the ground. 

How did he make the man alive ? 
" He breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life, and man became a living soul.'' 
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What sort of life was this that Otod gave to 
man? 

It was a never-dying life, like his own. 

And is it because God breathed into man this 
never-dying life that he is like God? 
Yes. 

What were the names of the first man and 
woman ? 

Adam and Eve. 

Did God bless them after he had made them ? 
Yes ; and told them to be fruitful and mul- 
tiply, and fill the new-made earth. 

Were Adam and Eve to rule over the earth ? 

Yes ; all the beasts, and birds, and fishes, 
were given to them, and they were to rule 
over them. 

Where did God put the man ? 

The Lord God planted a garden, and calkd 
it Eden, and gave it to the man that he had 
made, to dress it, and keep it. 

Was it a delightful place ? 

Oh yes ! for out of the ground the Lord 
God made every tree to grow that was pleasant 
to the sight, and good for food, and there also 
grew the Tree of Life. 
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Was there any other tree ? 
Yes ; there was a tree called the Tree of 
Knowledge of good and evil. 

Might Adam eat of all the trees of the garden ? 

The Lord God commanded the man, say- 
ing, " Of every tree of the garden thou mayest 
freely eat : but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat ; for in 
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die :" Gen. ii. i6, 17. 

Did God mean that the man^s soul should die 
if he ate of this tree ? 

No ; he meant his body should die. 

Who gave the beasts^ and birds, and fishes their 
names ? 

God brought them to Adam to see what 

he would call them. 

And did Adam give them right names ? 

Yes ; for as God had made Adam quite 
perfect he knew the nature of all the animals ; 
so to the strong he gave names that meant 
strength; to the gentle he gave names that 
meant gentleness ; some he named from their 
colour, and some from the kind of cry they 
make. 
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Did Adam give Eve her name? 

Yes ; he called her Eve, because she was to 
be the mother of all living. 

Were Adam and Eve happy in the garden of 
Eden? 

Yes ; they must have been very happy, for 
the garden was a delightful place ; and the 
Great God *used to come down from heaven, 
and talk with them, and they could eat of the 
fruit of the tree of life, and had no fear of 
dying. 

Did the animals live happily together ? 

Yes ; for although now many beasts, birds, 
and fishes eat one another, in Eden they lived 
together in love. 

Will there ever come a time when all things 
will live together in love again ? 

*^ When the knowledge of the Lord shall 
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea : 
the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and the 
calf and the young lion and the fatling together; 
and a little child shall lead them. 

" And the cow and the bear shall feed ; their 
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young ones shall lie down together : and the 
lion shall eat straw like the ox : " Isa. xi. 6, 7. 

Lovely was all in Eden, 

And beautiful the flowers, 
The trees they formM a leafy screen. 

For shady summer bowers. 

A goodly river flowed within 

This Paradise so fair ; 
And all was happiness and joy. 

For still no sin was there. 

The birds and beasts in harmony 

Together played around ; 
And none were fierce, and none were wild 

In this delightful ground* 

For ruler of this lovely place, 

God made his creature, man ; 
And thus it was the human race. 

In innocence began. 

Blest with a never-dying life. 

Which made them like their God, 

This happy, and this gifted pair 
Entered their new abode. 

They ne'er had seen a dying bed. 

They ne'er had wept a tear. 
For they did eat the tree of life. 

And never dreamed of fear. 
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And often on the gentle wind 

They heard their Maker^s voice ; 
For God came down and talked with them ; 

And all things did rejoice. 

But children, there will come a time^ 

Far happier than this. 
When all who love our gracious God, 

Will taste eternal bliss. 

For he will wipe away our tears. 

And stop the bitter sigh. 
And raise our hope, and calm our fears^ 

And lift us up on high. 
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ADAM AND EVE. 

Genesis hi. 

Did Adam and Eve always live in the garden 
of Eden ? 

No. 

"Why did they leave that beautiful place ? 

Because they did what God told them not 
to do. 

What was it they did ? 

They ate of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. 

Before they ate of this tree did they know good 
and evil? 

They knew good, but did not know evil. 
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Why was it wrong for them to eat of it ? 
Because God had told them not to do so. 

What did God tell them shotdd happen if they 
ate of the fruit of the forbidden tree ? 

He told them they should surely die. 

Wotdd they have died if they had not eaten the 
fruit? 

No ; they would have lived for ever. 

How came they to break God^s commands? 

The devil came to Eve in the shape 
of a serpent^ and tempted her to eat the 
fruit. 

Did Adam eat of it as well as his wife ? 

When Eve had eaten of the fruit she 
gave some to Adam and he did eat : Gen. 
iii. 6. 

How could they believe the devil instead of the 
great God ? 

" The devil is a liar from the beginning,'* 

and he persuaded them that God had not told 

them the truth ; and that, instead of dying, if 

they ate of that tree, they would become like 

gods, knowing good and evil. 

b2 
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When they had eaten of the fruit, did they feel 
happy ? 

No ; instead of feeling happy, they felt 
ashamed and miserable. 

Why did the devil wish to make Adam and 
Eve break their Maker's commands ? 

Because he is the enemy both of God and 
man ; and, having ruined himself, he now 
wished to ruin Adam and Eve, and drag them 
down to hell, to be with him for ever. 

Did God speak to Adam and Eve after they had 
broken his command ? 

Yes ; when they were in the garden they 
heard God's voice, and when they heard it they 
ran away, and hid themselves amongst the trees. 

What did the voice say ? 
"Adam ! where art thou ? " 

And did Adam answer? 

Yes ; and he told God that when he heard 
his voice he was afraid, and hid himself, be- 
cause he was naked. 

Did God speak again ? 

He asked Adam who told him that he was 
naked, and whether he had eaten of the fruit 
of the forbidden tree. 
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When Adam and Eve found that God knew 
what they had done^ did they say they were sorry, 
and beg that he would forgive them ? 

No ; they tried to deceive God, and they 
blamed one another : Adam laid the fault 
upon Eve, and Eve laid the fault upon the 
serpent. 

How did God punish them ? 

First he spoke to the serpent, and said that 
as it had done this wicked thing it should be 
cursed above all cattle, that it should crawl on 
its belly and eat dust all the days of its life. 

What did God say to the devil, who was in the 
serpent? 

He said, " I will put enmity between thee 

and the woman, and between thy seed and her 

seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 

bruise his heel :" Gen. iii. 15. 

Is this a difficult verse to understand ? 
Yes ; very difficult. 

Why? 

Because in it lies hidden a wonderful secret, 
that was not fully known until Jesus Christ 
had died upon the cross. 
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What wu tbat secret ? 

It was this, that one day the Son of the 
great God would leave heaven, and come 
down upon the earth in the shape of a 
man, and that then he would conquer the 
devil. 

What did God asy to Adam and Eve? 

He told Eve that she should have a great 
deal of sorrow ; and he told Adam that, as he 
had eaten of the fruit of the tree, the ground 
should be cursed for his sake ; and besides that, 
he told hini that he should die ; and that, as he 
was made of the dust of the earth, he should 
turn to dust again. 

Iiem very imhappj ? 



lid not like to be turned out 
arden ; and they did not like 

Dt like to die ? 

id not know anything about 

the way to heaven. 
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And can no one be happy to die if they do not 
know Jesus ? 

Nobody can die happy who has not the 
blessed Jesus for a friend and Saviour. 

Where did they go to? 
Into the wide world. 

What to do? 

To get their bread by the sweat of their 
brow. 

What did God say the ground should bring 
forth? 

Thorns and thistles. 

What did the beautiful garden bring forth ? 
All sorts of delicious fruits. 

Was it Adam and Eve^s own fault that they 
were turned out of the garden of Eden? 

Yes ; all their own fault ; because they 
knew that God had told them not to eat of 
that one tree. 

And will it be aU our own fault if we go to hell 
when we die ? 

Yes ; all our own fault. 
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Why? 

Because the good God has given us a book 
to tell us the way to heaven ; and if we will 
not mind what he says in that book, then we 
must go to hell. 

How do you know God wishes us to go to 
heaven ? 

Because he has told us in the New Testa- 
ment — " That God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life : " John iii. i6. 

Why did God send Adam and Eve out of Eden ? 

Because the tree of life grew there. And 
now that they had sinned, God did not choose 
they should eat of its fruit, because, if they 
did, they would live for ever. 

Could they not get back to the garden? 

No; God placed at the gates of Eden, 
Holy Cherubims, and a flaming sword, to 
keep the way of the Tree of Life. 
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EVE. 

'' Oh ! Adam^ rest awhile, 

My heart is filled with fears j 
Chide me no more, but smile. 
And stay the bitter tears. 

I would look back and see 

Fair Eden once again ; 
That life-supporting tree 

We ne'er may view again. 

Oh ! shall we never more 
Within that garden stray, 

To hear the birds in leafy trees 
Sing sweetly all the day ? 

And shall the gentle beasts at play 
No more by us be seen : 

The lion gamboling with the lamb 
Upon the flowery green ? 

I fear them now, their altered cry : 

They run from me, and hide / 
The lion growls with angry eye. 

The lamb, it starts aside. 
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And oil ! Vyb seen a dreadful sight 
Just from the clouds above ; 

I saw the rapid falcon pounce 
Down on the gentle dove. 

Oh ! Adam^ how they look on us^ 
They look no more with love ; 

Our sin has brought on them a curse 
We never can remove. 

And thou and I with pain and toil 

Must labour till we die ; 
And shall we always be shut out . 

From our great Maker's eye?'* 

ADAM. 

''No, Eve, our Maker's name is Love; 
In hk appointed way 
He'll raise our souls to him above ; 
Till then we humbly pray. 

And hear his will, and do his will. 

Most merciful and just ; 
And though his hand should slay us, still 

In him alone we trust. 

One day the Holy Cherubim 
Will sheath his flaming sword ; 

And we shall taste the T^ of Life, 
And praise our gracious Lord." 

M. S. 
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CAIN AND ABEL* 

Genssis it. 

Who were Cain and Abel ? 
Sons of Adam and Eve, . 

Wliat was Cain ? 

A tiller of the ground. 

What was Abel ? 
A keeper of sheep. 

How did Cain and Abel worship God ? 
They made burnt oiFerings to him. 

How did they make offerings ? 
They laid what they brought upon an altar 
to be burnt. 

What did Cain bring? 
The fruits of the ground. 



28 CAIN AND ABEL. 

What did Abel bring ? 
The firstlings of his flock. 

Was God pleased with both of them ? 
He was pleased with Abel, but he was 
angry with Cain. 

Why was God pleased With Abel ? 
Because he brought his lamb in faith, and 
with a loving heart. 

Why was God angry with Cain ? 
Because he came in a proud spirit. 

What is the difference between Cain and Abel ? 

Abel had faith in God, and did what he 
told him ; but Cain chose his own ways, and 
had no faith in God. 

What does faith in God mean? 

It means believing that all God says is true. 

When people have faith in God, do they keep 
his commandments ? 

Yes; that is the way to show they have 
faith. 

Can we please God without faith ? 
" Without faith it is impossible to please 
God : " Heb. xi. 6. 
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How did they know when God was pleased with 
the offering they laid on the altar? 

When they laid the right thing on the altar 
God sent fire down from heaven to burn it : 
I Kings xviii. 38. 

Why did Abel kill a lamb for his offering? 

He did it to show that he thought himself 
a sinner and deserved to die. 

Does God say that he will not forgive sin with- 
out shedding of blood ? 

God has said, that without shedding of 
blood he will not put away sin : Heb. ix. 
22. 

Why then do we not kill lambs now, and offer 
them up to God ? 

Because Jesus Christ has shed his blood upon 
the cross ; and his blood is so precious in the 
sight of God, that he will forgive our sins fof 
his sake. 

And when we confess our sins to God must we 
think of Christ ? 

Yes ; because he is " the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world : " 
John i, 29, 36. 
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When Cain knew that God was displeased with 
him for his proud hearty how did he feel ? 

Very angry and sulky. 

With whom was he angry? 
He was angry with God, and he was angry 
with his good brother. 

How did he show his anger? 
When he walked in the fields with his 
brother he rose up and killed him. 

Did God ask Cain where his brother Abel was ? 
Yes ; and Cain told a lie, and said he did 
not know. 

What did God say to him ? 

He told Cain that his brother's blood had 
a voice, and that it cried unto him from the 
ground. 

What punishment did God put upon Cain ? 

He told him that he was cursed from the 
ground which had received his brqther's blood, 
and that when he tilled the ground it should 
not bring forth its fruit. 

Was that all Cain's punishment ? 
No ; God said that he should be a fugitive 
and a vagabond upon the earth. 
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Did this make Cain nnliappy? 

Yes ; very, and he said his punishment was 
greater than he could bear, and that he was 
afraid of being killed ? 

Did God do anything to prevent Caia being 
killed? 

He set a mark upon him. 

Do we know what that mark was ? 
No ; the Bible does not tell us. 

What did Cain do after this ? 

He went out from the presence of the Lord. 

Is that a dreadful thing to do ? 

Yes ; there is nothing so dreadful in all the 
world as to go away from God, and to have 
his curse upon us. 

Now what do you think of Cain ? 

We think he was a liar and a murderer. 

What does God say about murderers ? 

In the sixth commandment he says, " Thou 
shalt do no murder." He says that " He that 
hateth his brother is a murderer," and that 
"no murderer hath eternal life abiding in 
him:" i John iii. 15. 
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What does God say about liars ? 

" AH liars shall have their part in the lake 
that burneth with fire and brimstone : " Rev. 
xxi. 8 — " The Lord hateth the proud look 
and the lying tongue:" Prov. vi. 17. — 
** Lying lips are abomination to the Lord :" 
Prov. xii. aa. 

In the meadows^ on the mountains, 
Righteous Abel fed his sheep, 
Besting them by shaded fountains, 
Where they might in safety sleep. 

Happy in his Maker^s favour, 
Happy in a life of love, 
Showing by his whole behaviour. 
That his thoughts were fixed above. 

From his flocks he chose the fairest 
As an offering to the Lord ; 
^Twas his greatest joy and pleasure 
Thus to keep his holy word. 

But his proud and cruel brother 
Scoffed at all his righteous ways. 
Envied him his Maker^s favour. 
Grudged to him his Maker's praise. 

Oh I that sin, and oh ! that sorrow. 
Should, like water, onward run, 
Hate to-day, but blood to-morrow. 
Ere the setting of the sun. 
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Crud passions onward stealing. 
Murder quickly followed hate ; 
Cain was lost to human feelings 
And repentance came too late. 

"When he saw his brother lying, 
Stained with blood that he had shed ; 
When he knew that blood was crying 
Loud for judgment on his head^ 

Then he feared^ through all his nature^ 
That he too should murder'd be. 
And that every human creature 
Soon would prove his enemy« 

Gentle was the judgment given. 
Sin received its just reward ; 
From that moment Cain was driven 
Ei:om the presence of the Lord. 

In this life there's nought so dreadful. 
As to feel our gracious God 
Has withdrawn his blessed presence 
From the place of our abode. 

And the brightest^ purest pleasure, 
God h&s sent us from above. 
Is possession of the treasure 
Of his never-failing love. 
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Had they time giyen them to repent before the 
flood came ? 

Yes ; Enoch preached to them before God 
took him up to heaven ; and so did Noah for 
one hundred and twenty years while he was 
building the ark : i Pet. iii. 20 ; 2 Pet. ii. 5. 

Why did not God destroy Noah ? 
Because Noah was a just man and walked 
with God. 

What sort of man is a just man ? 

One that fears God, and keeps his com- 
mandments. 

What did God teU Noah to do ? 
To build an ark. 

What was the ark like ? 
It was like a very large ship, and it was 
built of Gopher wood. 

What were the names of NoaVs three sons ? 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

Was anything saved in the ark besides Noah 
and his family ? 

Yes ; some of all kinds of beasts, birds, 
and insects. 
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When the ark was finished^ what did God tell 
Noah to do ? 

To go into it with all his family, and all 
the things that were to be saved ; and in 
seven days from that time he would send the 
rain. 

Do you think they felt safe in this shelter ? 
Yes ; for God shut them in. 

How long was the rain coming down? 
Forty days and forty nights. 

Did the water cover aU that part of the world 
where the people were living? 

Yes ; it filled their houses ; it rose higher 
than the tops of the trees, and it covered the 
highest mountains ; and all the* people were 
drowned. 

Was it any awe their clinging to the rocks^ or 
climbing np to the tops of the mountains ? 

No ; for the stormy sea raged all around 
th^m, the rain came pouring down, and the 
water rose higher and higher ; and the great 
God, who had been their kind friend, was 
now their enemy. 
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Do you think the clouds covered the face of the 
sun^ and made it dark ? 

Yes; but what was far worse than that, 
God had hidden his face from them. 

Did the ark sail safely on the top of the water ? 

Yes; for God took care of it; and the 
same water that drowned the world, bore the 
ark safely up on its bosom. 

If God takes care of us, can anything hurt us ? 
No harm can happen to those people that 
God takes care of. 

Will God ever destroy the world again ? 
The Bible says that one day he will burn it 
with fire. 

Will there be an ark like NoaVs into which we 
can get when the dreadful day comes ? 

There will not be an ark like Noah's, but 

our kind God has made a way that we may be 

saved. 

What is that way? 

Jesus Christ is that way, and all who be- 
lieve in him God will take care of ; and the 
fire will not hurt them any more than the 
water of the flood hurt Noah. 



38 THE FLOOD. 

Does the Bible tell us when that fire will come ? 

Not the exact time ; perhaps it may come 
to-morrow, and, if it does, it will be a dreadful 
thing if God finds us with wicked hearts in 
wicked ways. 

Now tell me why God drowned these people ? 
Because they loved sin, and would not re- 
pent. 

What is sin ? 

The transgression of the law, 

"What does transgression of the law mean ? 
It means breaking God's laws. 

Where do we find God^s laws ? 
In the Bible. 

What does repent mean ? 
It means change of mind ; that is, giving up 
doing wickedly, and doing what is right. 

If these people had listened to Noah, and had 
repented, would God have forgiven them ? 

Yes ; our God is always willing to receive 

all who repent of their sins and believe in 

Jesus : Acts ii. 38, 39. 

Why is God so kind ? 

Because he delighteth in mercy, and when 
he has to punish it grieves him * at his heart : 
Mic. vii. i8« 
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You tell me that all who belieye in the Lord 
Jesus Christ will be saved: what will be done 
with aU those who do not belieye? 

The wicked shall be turned into hell, 

and all the nations that forget God : Ps. ix. 

And will it be your own fault if you are turned 
into hell ? 

Yes; because God is all love now, and 
wishes to save us ; but if we go on in wicked 
ways he will become our enemy. 

Stormy ! stormy was the morning 

When the rain came down ; 
Fearful ! fearful was the warning 

Of God^s angry frown. 

Dreadful ! dreadful was the dashing 

Of the opening deep ; 
Horrid ! horrid was the crashing 

That woke the world, to weep. 

Moumfiil I mournful was the groaning 

Of heart-stricken man ; 
Woful ! woful was the moaning, 

As for help they ran. 

Seeking I seeking for a shelter 

Which none can find ; 
Running I running hither thither 

With troubled mind. 
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Bising I rising were the waters 

Of the roaring flood ; 
Fathers^ mothers^ sons^ and daughters^ 

All together stood. 

Weeping ! weeping for their folly, 

And their sad fate ; 
Longing ! longing to be holy. 

Now all too late. 

Sinking ! sinking to rise never 

Prom their watery bed ; 
Drowning I drowning, lost for ever. 

Numbered with the dead. 

Floating ! floating o^er the water. 

On sails the ark ; 
Safely ! safely God has brought her 

Through tempests dark. 

Gracious ! gracious, holy Jesus, 

When thou com^st again ; 
Take us ! take us from that fire. 

And ungodly men. 

Baise us ! raise us to thy kingdom. 

Where is no night ; 
Bless us I bless us, and for ever 

May we live in light. 
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THE RAINBOW. 
Genesis yiii. ix. 

Were all the people that lived on the earth 
drowned, except Noah, and his wife and children ? 

Yes ; every living thing was drowned, only 

Noah remained alive, and them that were with 

him in the ark. 

Did the flood go aU over the round world ? 
Wherever there were men living, there the 
flood went. 

Did God forget Noah ? 

No ; the Bible says ^' God remembered 
Noah, that he made a wind to blow over the 
earth, that he stopped up the fountains of the 
great deep, and shut up the windows of 
Heaven." 



Did the waters go away all at once ? 
No ; as the earth was not drowned in a day, 
so it was not dried in a day. 
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What was the name of the mountaiii upon which 
the ark rested ? 

Mount Ararat. 

Do you think Noah was pleased when he found 
the ark stood still on the ground ? 

Yes ; for it must have been weary work to 
toss about on the wild sea for one hundred 
and fifty long days and dark nights. 

Was Noah so clever that he made the ark rest 
on Mount Ararat ? 

No ; it was God who steered the ark to 
the right place before it rested. 

When the ark rested, what was the first thing 
Noah did ? 

He looked out. 

What did he see ? 

The tops of the mountains. 

What did he do then ? 

He opened a window and sent forth a raven. 

Did the raven return to the ark ? 
No ; the raven flew backward and forward 
till the earth was dry. 

What did the raven find to eat ? 
We suppose he ate the dead bodies that 
were floating upon the water. 
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"What did Noah do next ? 
He sent forth a dove, 

Did the dove return to the ark ? 

Yes ; she found no rest for the sole of her 
foot, so she returned to the ark. 

"When Noah saw the dove come hack^ what did 
he do? 

He put forth his hand and pulled her in, 

and he knew by this that the water still covered 

the earth. 

How long did Noah wait before he sent the 
dove out again ? 

Seven days ; he then sent her out again, 

and when she came back this time she had an 

olive leaf in her mouth. 

What did Noah know by this ? 
He knew that the water was going away, 
and that the tops of the trees were to be seen. 

Did he send the dove out again ? 

He waited seven days more, and then he 
sent her out again ; but this time she did 
not return, so he took the covering off the 
ark, and behold the face of the ground was 
dry! 
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Why do you think Noah waited seven days 
each time before he sent out the dove ? 

We think he sent the dove out on the 
Sabbath days. 

Why do you think so? 

Because, as Noah was- God's servant, we 
think he kept the Sabbath holy, and that 
after he had praised God for taking care of 
them, and prayed to him to show him what 
to do, he sent the dove out of the ark. 

Did Noah go out of the ark directly the ground 
was dry? 

As God had told him when to go into the 

ark, he waited till God should tell him to go 

out. 

How long was Noah in the ark ? 
Just a year. 

What was the very first thing Noah did when 
he stood on dry ground ? 

He builded an altar unto the Lord, and 
ojffered a burnt sacrifice upon it. 

Was God well pleased with Noah for oflfering 
this sacrifice? 

Yes ; and God said in his heart, " I will 
not curse the ground any more for man's 
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sake, for the imagination of man's heart is 
evil from his youth." " While the earth re- 
maineth, seed-time and harvest, and cold and 
heat, and summer and winter, and day and 
night, shall not cease." 

You tell me God said this in his heart, can you 
tell me what he said to Noah ? 

God blessed Noah and his sons, and told 
them to be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth again. 

What else did he say ? 

He told them they should have all the 
beasts of the field, all the birds of the air, and 
all the fishes of the sea for food; that he 
would give them into their hand. 

But the earth was wide, and some of the beasts 
were very fierce, and some could run very fast,- 
how do you tliink Noah would be able to catch 
them? 

What seems very difficult to man is very 
easy to God : God made all the beasts, and 
birdS) and fishes afraid of man. 

Is thai the reason why men are able to tame 
great strong ajnimals and use them ? 

Yes. 
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Did you ever hear that if you were to look very 
steadily at a fierce animal^ that it would be a&aid 
of you ? 

We have heard that if a bull or a cow were 
going to toss a man, if he were to fix his eye 
very steadily on the eyes of the animal, it 
would not run at him. 

Did God say anything more to Noah? 

He said, "Behold! I will establish my 
covenant with you, and with your children 
after you." 

What was this covenant ? 

It was a promise, and an agreement 
with Noah and all the living things that 
had been with him in the ark, that he 
would never destroy the earth any more by a 
flood. 

Did God give them a sign by which they 
might be sure he would keep his agreement with 
them? 

He said he would set his bow in the clouds 
as a sign, that they could look at it, and 
remember the agreement he had made with 
them. 



THE RAINBOW, 47 

Was the rainbow made at this time ? 

No ; at the time God made the rain he 
made it in such a way that it sometimes would 
make a rainbow ; but after the flood he gave 
it for a sign. 

Was the rainbow intended only for Noah and 
his children ? 

God set the rainbow in the heavens for a 

sign to all the people who should ever live on 

the earth. 

When it rains very hard need we fear that God 
is going to drown the earth again ? 

No ; our God is always faithful to his 
word. 

Can we always see the rainbow when it rains ? 

No ; we can only see the rainbow when the 
sun is behind us, and shining upon the drops 
of rain as they are falling between us and that 
part of the sky which is opposite to the sun. 

Now, children, seeing that our God has made 
all these kind promises to man, and given us a 
sign that he will keep them, do you think that we 
should doubt his word ? 

Certainly not! and although the bitter 
winds may blow in the spring, and cold rain 
may come down in the summer and blight the 
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corn, and we may begin to be afraid we shall 
have no harvest, yet God's word stands sure, 
" that seed-time and harvest, cold and heat, 
sunmier and winter shall not cease/' 

When you hear the Btormy wind. 
Children ever hear in mind 
That our God is good^ and kind^ 

And never fear. 

When you see your table spread. 
Every day with meat and bread, 
Think that the mighty God has said. 

You need not fear. 

Remember how the faithful Koah 
The great Jehovah did adore ; 
And e'en amidst the tempest's roar. 

Was not a&aid. 

Just so God's faithful children now. 
When they behdd the beauteous bow, 
Safely may plough, and safely sow. 

And need not fear. 
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THE TOWER OF BABEL. 

Genesis xi. 

Who built the tower of Babel ? 
Nimrod, the grandson of Ham, and great- 
grandson of Noah. 

Can you tell me anything more of Nimrod? 
He was a mighty hunter, and he founded 
the kingdom of Babylon. 

When God blessed Noah^ and his sons^ and 
told them to be fruitful and fill the earth again, 
did he intend they should all stay in the same 
place? 

Some people think when Noah came out of 

the ark he divided the earth between his three 

sons, and told them the places they were to 

live in. 
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Did they go to those plaxjes at that time? 

No ; they kept together ; and when more 
than one hundred years had passed away, they 
were become a great people, and lived in the 
plain of Shinar. 

r. 

What did the people do ? 
Headed by Nimrod their king, they built 
the Tower of Babel. 

Why did they build it? 

To make themselves a name, lest God 
should scatter them abroad over the face of 
the whole earth. . 

What sort of a place did they say they would 
build? 

They said they would build a city with 
a tower so high that it should pierce the 
sky. 

What good did they think this city and tower 
would be to them ? 

We suppose they thought if they built it 
they should become so great a people that 
God would not be able to scatter them 
abroad. 
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Was not tliis very foolish of them? 

Yes, very ; for God is stronger than man, 
and he could scatter them abroad as easily as 
the autumn wind blows away the falling 
leaves. • 

Had these Babel builders any other reasons for 
building the tower? 

Perhaps they had forgotten the sign of the 
rainbow ; and knowing they were grown very 
wicked, they might be afraid God would 
drown the world again ; and if he did so they 
might think they could climb up to the top of 
the tower, and there be safe. 

What did they build the tower with ? 

They built it of brick, which they burnt 
thoroughly, and they made their mortar of 
bitumen, which was a sort of pitch. 

Did God stop them directly ? 
No ; he let them build for some time, and 
then he came down to see the building. 

What did God say when he saw it ? 

He said, that so long as the people who had 
begun to biiild this tower had all one language 
they would go on to do all the wicked things 
their hearts imagined. 
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How did lie stop them ? 

He confounded their language, so that they 
could not understand each other. 

And did tl^s scatter them abroad ? 

Yes ; and it threw them into great con- 
fusion, and they left off building the city. 

Where did they go when they were scattered 
abroad ? 

Shem kept in Asia, and he is the father of 
the tawny people. Ham went to Africa, and 
he is the father of the black people. And 
Japheth came into Europe, and he is the father 
of the white and ruddy people. 

Do yon know which of them continned to speak 
the language that God taught Adam ? 

The children of Shem, 

What language was it ? 
Hebrew. 

Do learned men know how many languages God 
gave them? 

They think he gave them three. 

What are they called ? 

Sanscrit, Sclavonic, and Hebrew or Arabic, 
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Has the sin of this people brought any trouble 
upon us ? 

Oh ! yes, a great deal, for now there are 
hundreds of languages in the world ; and if 
we wish to travel from our own country we 
must learn to speak some of them. 

Now what sort of name did these Babel builders 
leave on the earth ? 

They left a name for folly and pride, and 
no good man would like to have a name like 
theirs. 

Where do God's children wish to have their 
names written ? 

In the Book of Life. 

Hearken to this wild confusion, 
What are men contriving now ? 
Have they in a sad delusion 
Forgot the covenant and the bow ! 

All their thoughts are bent on mischief, 
Nimrod leads them, madly proud ; 
He is now a mighty hunter, 
Great his boasting, long, and loud. 

They will build so high a tower. 
That its top shall pierce the sky ; 
Thus they will defy the power 
Of the Majesty on high. 
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Worse than foolish is the scheming 
Of this Babel-building man ; 
Better that he had been dreaming^ 
Than have formed so bad a plan. 

Suddenly alarm is sounded, 
Not one word they understand, 
Every tongue has been confounded 
By the great Jehovah's hand. 

Faithful Shem retained the Hebrew, 
Eden's language, simply grand ; 
But the others, scattered widely. 
Lost their language, and their land. 
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THE CALL OF ABRAHAM. 

Genesis xii. 

Who was Abram? 

He is called the " Father of the faithful, 
and the friend of God :" James ii* 23. 

Whose son was he ? 

He was of the family of Shem, and his 
father's name was Terah. 

Does the Bible t^ll us many things about the 
children of Shem ? 

It tells us nothing about them, except their 

names and ages, until Abram was born. 

Can you tell me whether people grew wiser and 
better after God had stopped the building the 
Tower of Babel, and scattered them abroad ? 

They almost all turned away from the true 
God and worshipped strange gods. 
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Did Abram^s father worship strange gods ? 

Yes ; he and his fathers worshipped strange 
gods. 

When God saw that men would follow their 
own wicked ways, what did he do ? 

He determined to take one family from 
amongst them for himself; and teach that 
family his own ways, and give them his holy- 
word. 

Did he choose Abram for this happy and 
blessed work ? 

Yes; God saw into Abram's heart, and 

knew that he would rule his household and 

children welly so he chose him. 

"What did God say to Abram ? 

He said, " Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, 
unto a land that I will shew thee." 

"Why did God send Abram away from his own 
country ? 

Because God knew that it was a very dan- 
gerous thing for Abram to live among wicked 
people ; and he wished to have him entirely 
for his own servant. 
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Did God promise Abram any good things if he 
would leave his own country, and friends, and go 
just where he told him to go ? 

Yes ; he made him six good promises. 

Can you tell me what they were ? 

1 St. God said that he would make of Abram 
a great nation. 

and. That he would bless him. 

3rd. That he would make him a great 
name. 

4th. That Abram should be a blessing to 
other people. 

5th. That he would bless the people that 
blessed him, and curse the people that cursed 
him. 

6th. That in Abram all the families of the 
earth should be blessed. 

What country was Abram living in when God 
called him ? 

He was living in the land of Haran ; but 

directly God told him to go, he left his friends^ 

and took his wife Sarai, and his nephew Lot, 

and set out on his journey. 

Where did he travel to ? 
Into the land of Canaan. 
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Was this the place God iatended him to go to? 

Yes ; and direcdy he got there God told him 

that he would give that country to his children. 

Did Ahram settle down to live in the land of 
Canaan? 

No ; that country was full of the Canaan- 

ites, the people it belonged to ; so Abram 

travelled about with his wife, and servants, 

and cattle, and lived in tents. 

Did Abram worship God in the places where 
he pitched his tent ? 

Wherever Abram pitched his tent he built 

an altar, and worshipped the true God. 

Was this a right thing to do ? 

Certainly it was ; because if people vnsh 
God to take care of them, and bless them, 
they should ask him to do so ; and when he 
has taken care of them, tliey should praise him 
for having done so. 

Can you give me any other reason why it was 
right of Abram to buUd an altar and worship 
God? 

Yes ; because as Abram kept moving about 
from one place to another, it gave the people 
amongst whom he travelled an opportunity of 
learning about the true God. 
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Why did not Abram take possession of the 
land of Canaan at once ? 

Because God is merciful, and he determined 

to bear with the wickedness of the Canaanites 

a little longer before he punished them. 

How long did he bear with them? 
Four hundred and thirty years. 

Then did not Abram ever get possession of the 
land of Canaan ? 

No ; that was promised to his children ; but 

Abram had something far better given to him 

than the land of Canaan. 

What was that ? 

He had the mighty God, who made the 
heavens and the earth, for his friend^ his coun- 
sellor, and guide. 

You told me that God made Abram six 
promises ; can you tell me which was the best? 

The best of all was, that in Abram all the 

families of the earth should be blessed. 

That is quite right, for in that promise was 
hidden that wonderful secret which I once told 
you of before, and which was known only to 
Abram^s children before Christ came into the 
world. 
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May little cliildren now know that great secret, 
and can they understand it? 

If they ask God to teach them they can 

understand it perfectly. 

Try if you can teU me what it was ? 

It was this, — that when a great many years 
should have passed away, God would send his 
own Son into the world, that he would come 
like a little baby, and that one of Abram's 
daughters should be his mother. 

And why would that be a great blessing ? 

Because that little, baby was Jesus Christy 
" Who is the Saviour of the world, and there 
is none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved : " Acts iv. 

17,. 

Will everybody be saved whobelieves in hisname? 

Jesus says himself, "that whosoever believeth 
in him, shall not perish, but have eternal life :" 
John iii. 15. 

Now after what I have told you of Abram, 
what do you think of him ? 

We think he has been a great blessing to 
the world, because through him and his chil- 
dren we have a Bible and a Saviour, 
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What does St. Paul say of Abram ? 

St. Paul says, that " He is the father of all 
them that believe, and that all the household 
of faith are called the children of Abram : " 
Rom. iv. II ; Gal. iii. 7. 

If you would live a life of love. 
Be gentle as the gentle dove ; 
And by your actions strive to prove. 
How much you love your God. 

Think how the patriarch Abram went 
From his own land to banishment ; 
And not one moment did repent 
Of his strong faith in God. 

And when you go abroad at night, 
And see the stars all sparkling bright. 
Resolve to try with all your might. 
That you will trust in God. 

And then you may remember too. 
That every word he says is true ; 
And that he watches all you do. 
This great All-seeing God. 

Now hearken well to what I say. 
And every day devoutly pray 
For faith to guide you on your way. 
To meet this gracious God. 
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ISAAC BORN. 

Genbsis xv. 

Now when eight years had passed away, God 
appeared to Abram again, and said, '' Fear not, 
Abram, I am thy shield and thy exceeding great 
reward/* 

Can you tell me how Abram felt when he 
heard these words ? 

We think he felt a little perplexed at what 
they meant, and that he had begun to be a 
little afraid God had forgotten his promise. 

Why do you think. so? 

Because directly Abram spoke, he asked 
God what he would give him ; and although 
he did not complain, he began to tell him his 
troubles. 
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What were they ? 

His saddest trouble was that he had 
ho child, and that he was not likely to 
have one ; so that when he died one of 
his servant's children would have all his 
wealth. 

How did God comfort him? 

It was night ; and God took him abroad, 
and told him to look up at the starry heavens, 
and try if he could count the stars that 
sparkled there. 

Did God say anything else ? 

He told him that his children should become 
as great a multitude as those bright stars that 
shone in the sky. 

And did Abram believe God ? 
Yes; "and it was counted to him for 
righteousness :" Rom. iv. 3. 

Did God give Abram a son directly after 
this? 

No ; it pleased God to try Abram's faith 
fifteen years longer, and then he spoke to him 
again. 
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What did God say to him this tiine ? 

God sdd, " I am the Almighty God, walk 
before me, and be thou perfect ; " and then he 
told Abram again that he would multiply him 
exceedingly. 

Did Abram make any reply ? 

Abram was quite silent, and fell on his face 
to listen to what God should say. 

And what did he say ? 

He told him that although he was nearly a 
hundred years old, and Sarai his wife was a 
very old woman, yet they should have a child, 
and many nations and kings should spring from 
them. 

Was Abram pleased ? 

He showed great joy and laughed; and 
then very humbly fell down before God and 
worshipped him. 

Were Abram and Sarai glad when their son 
WBs bom ? 

They were so glad that they called his name 
Isaac, which means laughter. 
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Had God given Abram many other things? 

He had given him a great many men ser- 
vants and maid servants, and he was rich in 
silver, and gold, and cattle, and God had made 
his name great. 

Do you think Abram was so happy with 
his little son and his riches that he forgot 
the greatest promise of all was not yet ful- 
filled? 

We think not, because Christ told the 
Jews that their father Abram looked for- 
ward to the time when he should come 
upon the earth ; and when he thought upon 
it he rejoiced and was glad: John viii. 

CHILDREN. 

Teacher, how can we believe ? 
And like Abraham receive 
Paith that never will deceive ; 

But bring us safe to heaven. 

We know that we are very weak, 
And that we scarcely plain can speak : 
But still we wish that we were meek. 

And fit to go to heaven. 
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If like Abram you would be, 
Fit your gracious God to see ; 
JeBua says, " Come unto me :" 

I am the way to heaven. 

He has blessings rich in store 
For all who are in spirit poor. 
He also says, " I am the door" 

By which to enter heaven. 

And all that you have now to do 
Is to believe these words are true, 
And that he means them all for you. 

And you shall enter heaven. 
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son of thine, that only one of thine, whom 
thou lovest, that Isaac, and get thee into the 
land of Moriah, and offer him up for a burnt 
offering upon one of the mountains ;" Gen. 
xxii. 2. 

Every word that God spoke must have wounded 
Abraham's heart like a sharp sword. Can you 
tell me whether Abraham did what God com- 
manded ? 

ifes , he rose up early in the morning and 
bad died the ass, and took two of his servants, 
and Isaac, and set out for the place to which 
God had told him to go. 

How long were they going? 
Three days. 

When they got to Mount Moriah, what did 
they do ? 

Abraham told his servants to stay behind, 
whilst he and Isaac went to the mountain to 
worship. 

Why do you think he left the servants behind ? 

The servants had not Abraham's faith, and 
they very likely would not have let him obey 
God's command to offer up his son. 
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Did Abraham and Isaac carry anything with 
them ? 

Abraham laid the wood for the burnt offer- 
ing on Isaac's shoulders, and he carried the fire 
and the knife himself. 

Did they talk as they went ? 

As they went along, Isaac spoke first, and 
said very gently, " my father," and Abraham 
replied, " Here I am, my son." And then 
Isaac went on to say, " Behold the fire and 
the wood, but where is the lambfor the burnt 
offering ? " 

And what did Abraham answer ? 
He said, " My son, God will provide a 
Iamb." 

Do you think Abraham thought that God 
would really let him kill his son ? 

We think he did. 

But how do you think he could bear to kill that 
darling son through whom he expected so many 
blessings ? 

The Apostle Paul tells us, that Abraham's 
faith in God was so great, that he believed 
even if he did let him kill his son he was 
able to raise him from the dead, and give him 
back to him again: Heb. xi. 17, 18, 19. 
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But Isaac was now a strong young man^ aad 
could have struggled with his aged father and got 
away ; why do you think he did not ? 

Most likely Abraham had told Isaac all that 
God had done for him, and that Isaac obeyed 
his father because he knew that God's blessing 
rests on obedient children. 

When they reached the place God had told them 
to go to, what did they do ? 

Abraham built an altar, and when he had 
laid the wood upon it, he bound his son, and 
laid him on the altar upon the wood. 

And did he kiU him? 

No ; just as Abraham had stretched forth 
his hand, and had taken the knife to slay his 
son, he heard a voice call to him out of 
heaven, and the voice said, "Abraham! 
Abraham ! " 

And did Abraham stop? 

Yes, gladly, and said, " Here am I." 

And did he hear the voice again ? 

Yes ; and this time it said, " Lay not thy 
hand upon the lad, neither do anything 
to him, tor now I know that thou fearest God." 
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Abraham had told Isaac that God would pro- 
vide a lamb« Did he ? 

Yes ; when Abraham looked round he saw 
a ram caught by its horns in the thicket, and 
he took him directly, and offered him up 
instead of his son. 

And now that Abraham had shown how strong 
his faith in God was^ and how ready he was to do 
all he told him, was God well pleased ? 

Yes ; the mighty God was satisfied with his 
servant's faith, and he told him that he had 
sworn by himself, that because he had freely 
given up his son, such a multitude of people 
should spring from him, that they should 
be like the stars in the heaven for number, 
and like the grains of sand upon the sea 
shore. 

Why did God swear by himself? 

" Because he could swear by no greater, he 
sware by himself 

Can you tell me anything about Mount 
Moriah ? 

Abraham changed its name, and called it 
Jehovah Jireh, which means " the Lord will 
'provide, ^^ 
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Why did he do this ? 

Because Abraham wished that every- 
body who should speak of the mountain 
where he had suffered so much, should know 
that God sees all his people, and will pro- 
vide. 

Can you tell me anything more about the 
mountain? 

A long while after this, king Solomon built 
a great church upon it to worship God in ; 
and the place where Christ was crucified was 
not far off. 

Why do you think God tried Abraham^s faith 
so long, and so often ? 

Because, as Abraham is to be called the 
*^ father of the faithful'' as long, as the world 
lasts, it was right that he should set a pet-feet 
example fqr us to copy. 

How can you and I copy Abraham^s faith ? 

We must believe God's word, which says, 
" that God sent his Son Jesus Christ into the 
world to save sinners." 
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Must we do anything else ? 

We must be like Abraham, and show that 
we believe God's word is ^ true by doing what 
it tells us. 

And if we do this, shall we be Abraham^s chil- 
dren, and have Abraham^s blessing ? 

AH. who have Abraham's faith shall have 
Abraham's blessing : Gal. iii. 9. 

Blithely the birds were singing. 

And all around was gay. 
With merry voices ringing 

From children at their play. 

And Isaac was all laughter. 

And Sarah very grand. 
And Abram very happy, 

A high one in the Lmd. . 

But God will try his servant. 

And prove again his faith; 
To see if it be strong 

And faithful unto death. 

So he said, ^' Take now thy Isaac, 
That son thou lov^st so well. 

And go to Mount Moriah, 
To do the deed I teU/^ 
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So Abram took the asses^ 
His servants, and his son ; 

And sped to Mount Moriah ; 
For the deed it must be done. 

For three long days they travelled^ 
For three long weary days ; 

But ever on that journey 
They oflFered God their praise. 

And when they reacVd the mountain^ 
They trusted still the Lord, 

They knew he was the fountain 
Of greatness and reward. 

The servants stayed behind them, 
And Isaac bore the wood. 

And Abram took the fire. 

And the knife to shed the blood. 

Sadly he built the altar, 
And bade his son farewell. 

And if his hand did falter, 
The Bible does not tell. 

For at that very moment 
He heard an angePs voice. 

Which brought such blessed tidings. 
It made lus heart rejoice. 

For there within the thicket 
A ram before them stood ; 

A sacrifice far better 

Than gentle Isaac^s blood. 
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Thus God has tried his servant. 
And proved his faith is pure 

And strong, and faithful unto death, 
"Will stectfastly endure. 

So he sends him home rejoicing, 
With blessings rich in store. 

And satisfied and gratified, 
And never doubted more. 
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Isaac's marriage. 

Genesis xxiy. 

Now when Sarah had been dead three years, 
and Isaac was forty years odd, Abraham wished 
him to marry; but he did not like he should 
choose a wife from amongst the Canaanites, 
because they were wicked idolaters, and he knew 
that God intended to destroy them. 

Can you tell me how Abraham managed? 

He called his eldest servant to him, one he 
trusted, and told him to go into Mesopo- 
tamia, and bring Isaac a wife from amongst 
his relations who dwelt there. 

Did the servant think he could choose a wife 
for his master^s son ? 

He was quite willing to try, but as he 
thought it very likely the woman would not 
be willing to leave her own country and. go 
with a stranger, he asked Abraham if Isaac 
had not better go with him. 
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Did Abraham think that a good plan ? 

No ; he said that Isaac should by no means 

go. 

Did Abraham say anything to encourage the 
servant to go alone ? 

He told him that the Lord God of heaven 
who had taken him from his own country, 
would now send his angel before him, and help 
him to choo^se a wife for his son Isaac. 

And was it so important a thing for Isaac to 
have a good wife, that the great God would send 
an angel to direct Abraham^s servant ? 

Yes ; because, had Isaac's wife worshipped 
strange gods, very likely she would have 
turned her husband's heart away from the true 
God : Deut. vii. 3. And Solomon says, that 
** a good wife is from the Lord." 

"When Abraham^s servant thought on this, did 
he go ? 

Yes ; all his master's goods were in his 
hands, so he took ten camels and set out for 
the city of Nahor. 

What was the first thing he did when he got to 
Nahor? 

It was .evening time, and as the camels were 
tired he made them kneel down to rest by the 
well, whilst he stood by them praying to God. 
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Why did he rest his camels by the well ? 

Because he knew that there he should see 
the young women, who, at eventide, would 
come out of the city to draw water* 

What did he pray for ? 

First of all he asked God to send him good 
speed, and show mercy to his master Abra- 
ham ; and then he begged of him to put it 
into the heart of the young woman, who was 
to be Isaac's wife, to draw water for him and 
his camels, directly he should ask her to do 
so. 

How did God answer his prayer ? 

Before he had finished speaking, a beautiful 
young damsel, named Rebekah, came out of 
the city, carrying a pitcher on her head ; she 
stepped down to the well to fill it with water, 
and when she came up again, the servant ran 
to her, and asked her to give him a little water 
from her pitcher. ' 

And did Rebekah let him drink ? 

She very courteously gave him her pitcher^ 
and said, " Drink, my lord," and when he had 
drunk, she said, " I will draw water for thy 
camels also," and directly she said this she 
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emptied her pitcher into the camels' drinking 
trough, and ran down to the well to get some 
more. 

Did he help her to draw the water ? 

No ; he was so full of wonder that he stood 
still, quietly looking at her ; but by the time 
the camels had done drinking, he felt sure that 
God had answered his prayer, and that he 
intended this kind, obliging young woman 
should be Isaac's wife. 

And when Rebckah had so kindly watered the 
camels, what did the servant do ? 

He gave her a golden ear-ring, and two 
golden bracelets, and asked her whose daughter 
she was. 

And whose daughter was she ? 

She told him that she was the daughter of 
Abraham's brother, Nahor ; and then she in- 
vited him to go home with her, telling him 
they had lodging, and plenty of food for him 
and the camels. 

And now that all was going on so well, did the 
servant pride himself for having managed cleverly? 

No ; he bowed his head and worshipped 
God, and thanked him for the kindness 
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he had shown to his master, but of him- 
self he only just said, "I being in the 
way, the Lord led me to my master's breth- 
ren," 

Now, whilst he was praising God, Bebekah ran 
home to her mother's house to tell her what had 
happened ; and when Laban her brother saw the 
ear-rings, and bracelets, he ran down to the 
well to see the man that had given them to 
her. 

Can you tell me what Laban said to him ? 

He said, " Come in, thou blessed of the 
Lord ; for I have prepared the room for the 
camels." 

Did the servant accept this invitation ? 

Yes ; he fed the camels ; but when they 
would have given him something to eat, and 
water to wash his feet, he said that he would 
not take anything until he had told them his 
errand. 

And was this right ? 

Yes, very ; for people shotild not amuse 
themselves until they have done their business ; 
and the servant knew this, so he determined 
to tell his errand first. 
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What did he tell them ? 

He told the whole history from the begin- 
ning to the end ; and then he asked them if they 
would deal kindly and truly with his master. 

And what did Rebekah and Laban say ? 

Laban said that he thought the whole mat- 
ter was from the Lord ; and Rebekah said 
that she should like to be Isaac's wife. 

What did the servant do when he heard their 
words? 

First of all he bowed himself to the earth 
and worshipped God ; - and then he gave Re- 
bekah jewels of gold, and jewels of silver, and 
clothes ; and to Laban and her mother he 
gave gifts. 

When the business was finished, did the servant 
refresh himself? 

They did all eat and drink ; and he stopped 
all night ; but when he got up in the morning 
he wished to set out on his journey. 

Did Rebekah^s friends like she should leave 
them so soon ? 

No ; they asked the servant to stay a few 
days with them, but he begged they would 
not hinder him, and as Rebekah said she was 
quite ready to go, they consented. 

F 
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What did they say to Bebekah when she left 
them? 

They blessed her, and said, ** thou art our 
sister, be thou mother of thousands of mil- 
lions." 

How was it that Bebekah was so willing to go 
with a stranger into a strange land? 

There were a good many reasons that made 
her willing ; one was, that people in those days 
liked to marry amongst their own relations, 
— another was, that she knew that Isaac's 
father was not only rich in all sorts of goods, 
but that he was rich also in the favour of 
God. 

Do you think that Bebekah knew God had 
promised that through Abraham and his chil- 
dren all the nations of the earth should be 
blessed? 

We think she did ; and that most likely 
she thought if she married Isaac, she and her 
children should share the blessing with him ; 
she might even think that one of her children 
would be that mighty one that God had spoken 
of to Eve, who one day would conquer the 
devil. 
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Are 7011 sure Rebekaih thought this? 

Not quite sure, because the Bible does not 
tell us, but we know that she got ready very 
quickly, and that she and her maidens 
mounted their camels, and set forth with the 
servant. 

Was it a long journey from the city of Nahor 
to the south country where Abraham lived? 

More than four hundred miles. 

Can you tell me what Isaac was doing when 
they got there ? 

He was walking in the fields to meditate and 

pray, when he saw the company coming riding 

on the camels. 

What did Bebekah do when she saw him ? 

She got off her camel, and asked the servant 
who it was that was coming to meet them, and 
when he told her it was Isaac, she took her 
veil and covered herself. 

And now that the journey was done, and the 
business finished^ and this faithfrd servant had 
brought home a beautiful young wife for Isaac, — 
do you know if Isaac was satisfied? 

Yes, he was ; and it comforted him for his 

mother's death ; and he gave Rebekah Sarah's 

tent, and loved her, and was happy. 

f2 
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In the Bible we are told^ 
That holy men^ in days of old^ 
If they wished to know their way. 
Always to their God did pray. 

Just so^ the servant Abram sent 
For Isaac's wife, was not content 
To go one step upon his way. 
Before he to his God did pray. 

And when he came to Nahor^s town. 
The weary camels kneeled down : 
But he, lest he should go astray. 
Stood by them, and began to pray. 

Just then there came a maiden fair 
Out of the town and found him there ; 
And told him she was Nahor^s daughter. 
And said, " Fll give thy camels water/' 

Then actively her pitcher filling, 
For she was quick, as well as willing ; 
Polite^ too, in her thought and word. 
She said to him, " Drink thou, my l<Hfd.'' 

And when he had drunk enough, 
She filled the camels' drinking trough. 
In all she did, it might be seen 
That she was fit for Isaac's queen. 

Now was the servant filled with pleasure. 
He saw that he had found the treasure. 
That God had met him by the way. 
And shown how safe are those who pray. 
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JACOB AND ESAU. 

Genesis xxf . xxvii. 

Had Isaac and Bebekaih any sons ? 
Two ; Jacob ^nd Esau. 

Can you tell me anything about them ? 

Esau was a cunning hunter, and rode about 
the country with his bow and arrow, shooting 
the wild deer ; but Jacob was a plain man, and 
lived quietly at home in his tent. 

Did Isaac and Bebekah love their two sons ? 

Isaac loved the cunning hunter the best, but 
Rebekah loved the quiet Jacob, who lived at 
home in his tent. 

What did Esan do one day when he came home 
firom hunting ? 

He sold his birthright to Jacob. 
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What did he sell it for? 

He was hungry, and he sold it for some 
bread and a paltry mess of pottage made of 
beans. 

Was the birthright worth a great deal ? 

Yes ; for as he was the eldest son he would 
have a double portion of all his father's goods ; 
and besides that, as the eldest son was the head 
of the whole family, he would have had the 
privilege of offering up all the burnt offer- 
ings to the Lord. 

And did it show a wrong mind in Esau to sell 
his birthright? 

It showed that he despised the worship of 
God. 

Which of Isaac's sons had Grod intended should 
have that great promise which he had given to 
Abraham and Isaac ? 

Jacob. 

Had God told Isaac and Bebekah which of their 
sons should have it ? 

He had told Rebekah that both of her sons 
should be heads of great nations, but that the 
elder should serve the youngen 
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And did Rebekah keep Grod^s words in her 
lieart? 

Yes ; for when Isaac was an old man and 
was about to die, and wished to give the blessing 
to Esau his eldest son, Rebekah committed a 
great sin to stop him from doing so. 

What did she do P 

She put Jacob in Esau's place, and as Isaac 
was quite blind he did not know it ; so when 
he thought he was blessing Esau he gave the 
Blessing to Jacob. 

And did Jacob help his mother to deceive his 
father ? 

Yes ; they both told lies and behaved de- 
ceitfully. 

And was this a sad thing ? 

Yes ; and although Jacob got the blessing, 
he suffered for his deceit all the days of his 
Hfe. 

Was Esau angry when he found out the wicked 
trick they had played him ? 

Yes ; and he hated Jacob, and said that 
directly their father was dead he would kill 
him. 
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Was Rebekah firightened when Bhe heard tUs ? 

Yes ; and she told Jacob to go directly to 
her brother Laban, and stay there till his 
brother's anger was passed away. 

Did Isaac like Jacob should go ? 

Yes ; for as Isaac did not wish Jacob to take 
a woman of Canaan for his wife, he thought if 
he went to Mesopotamia he might get one of 
Laban's daughters for a wife. 



Now you see that Jacob soon found his sin 

brought him into trouble and sorrow, for he was 

. obliged to leave his father, and mother, and fly 

away from the face of his brother into a strange 

land. 

Do you know if he went alone ? 

He set out on his long journey all alone ; 
and one night when the sun was set, he came 
to a place where there were no houses, so he 
put some stones for his pillow, and laid down 
on the bare ground to sleep. 

Can you teU me what he dreamed about? 

He dreamed that he saw a ladder set up on 
ihe earth, the top of which reached to heaven ; 
and he saw the angels of God going up and 
coming down upon it ; and, above all, he saw 
the great God. 
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Did God speak to him ? 

Yes ; he told him that he was the Grod of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and that he 
would give to him and his children the land he 
laid upon. 

Did the Lord say anything else ? 

He said that he would be with Jacob 
wherever he went, and that from him should 
spring so many children that they should 
spread abroad, to the North, South, East, 
and West ; and that in him all the families 
of the earth should be blessed. 

When Jacob awoke from his dream how did he 
feel? 

Afraid; for he thought he had been to 

the gate of heaven, and had seen into God's 

house. 

But God's people are very joyful when they get 
to the gate of heaven ; how was it that Jacob wa» 
a&aid? 

Because when he thought of his sin, he 
knew that he was not fit to go up to heaven 
to live with the holy angels that he had seen. 

What name did Jacob give the place where 
he had. slept? 

He called it Bethel, which means, House of 

God. 
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Can you and I see angels flow? 
No. 



Why not? 
^Because it is not God's will that we should 

«lf^n^^ 1?°^ *^® ^'^^^ '^7 they are near to us 
although we cannot see them ? «u^ to us 

It says, "the angel of the Lord encampeth 
^und about them that fear him, and deliveSS 

When Daniel was thrown into the den of 
hons God sent an angel to stop the W 
mouths, so they did no? eat^him^ ^d wh^n 
Balaam would have cursed God's peopkhe 
was stopped on his way by an angel Sth a 
drawn sword, who would not let^him go 
Dan. VI. 23 ; Numbers xxii. aa. ^ * 

Beel^Sr """"' ' ^^ ^^^'^ ^"'^ «^d I shaU 

Yes ; on that great day when Christ comes 
agam the holy angels Jill come S W 
and ^en every eye will see him : Matt, ^v! 
31 ; I Thess. IV. 16; 2, Thess. i. 7. 
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Will that be a happy day for us ? 

Yes, very, if we are on his right hand ; but 
a very dreadful day, if we are on his left 
hand. 

CHILDBEK. 

Teacher, shall we ever see 
Those angels bright and fair. 
Coming down to you and me, 
Mying through the air ? 

And do they watch us when we sleep. 
And come on wings of love ? 
Or do they with Jehovah keep. 
In their bright home above ? 



TEACHER* 

Dear children, those pure angels stand 
Close to Gk>d^8 glorious throne. 

Beady to do each high command. 
And bring his blessings down. 

And guarded by their mighty care. 

We safely down may lie ; 
And all around the bed they are 

When holy children die. 
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Their blessed fonns we cannot see. 

For God has willed it so ; 
Yet close around us they may be. 
Although we do not know. 

But this^ at all events we know^ 
When Jesus comes again^ 

They will delight his will to do^ 
^d love his righteous reign. 
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JOSEPH SOLD BY HIS BBETHBEN. 
GsNBsis zxzni. 

r 

Jacob lived about twenty years with Laban^ in 
Mesopotamia^ and his uncle gave him his two 
daughters for wives. — Can you teU me their 
names? 

Leah and Rachel. 

Which did Jacob love the best ? 
Rachel. 

How many sons had Jacob? 
Twelve. 

What were their names ? 

Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Lssachar, 
Dan, Naphthali, Gad^ Ashur, Zebulun, Joseph, 
and Benjamin. 
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What were they called ? 
The twelve patriarchs. 

Which of his sons did Jacob love best ? 
Joseph and Benjamin. 

Why did Jacob love Joseph and Benjamin 
best? 

Because they were the sons of his favourite 
wife Rachel, and he loved Joseph because he 
was a very good son. 

How did Jacob show his love? 

He made him a coat of many colours. 

Did Joseph^s brethren love him ? 

No ; they hated him, because when they 
did wrong Joseph told their father, and because 
he had some very wonderful dreams. 

What was the first dream? 

Joseph dreamed that he was in the harvest 
field, binding sheaves with his brethren, and 
that his sheaf stood upright before his breth- 
ren's, and all their sheaves bowed down to it. 

Did this make them angry ? 

Yes ; and they said, " shalt thou indeed 
reign over us, and they hated him yet the 
more." 
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Were all his brethren so cruel that they wished 
to kill him ? 

No ; Reuben told them not to kill him, 
but put him into a dry pit, for he thought 
when the others were gone he would take him 
out, and send him home to his father. 

Did they do what Reuben wished ? 

Yes; they stripped off Joseph's coat of 
many colours, and put him into the pit, in- 
tending to leave him there to starve ; and 
when they had done this, they sat down to eat 
bread. 

• Whilst they were eating whom did they see 
coming ? 

Some merchants who were going down into 
Egypt with spicery and balm and myrrh to 
sell. 

When they saw the merchants, what did they 
think they would do ? 

They thought they would sell Joseph, and 
then he would be quite out of the way, and 
no more trouble to them. 

Which of the brothers proposed selling him ? 
It was Judah, for he did not like the thought 
of killing his helpless young brother. 
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How mucli money did the merchants give for 
Joseph ? 

Twenty pieces of silver. 

What did the merchants do with him ? 

They took Joseph into Egypt and sold him 
for a slave to Potiphar, who was a servant to 
king Pharaoh, 

When Beuben came back to the pit^ and could 
not find Joseph, was he grieved ? 

He rent his clothes, and was very sorry. 

What did the other cruel brothers do ? 
They took Joseph's coat, and killed a kid, 
and dipped the coat in the blood. 

Why did they do this ? 

To make their father believe that Joseph 
had been killed by wild beasts. 

WTien they carried the coat to their father 
what did they say ? 

They asked him if he knew the bloody coat 
they had found. 

And did he know it ? 

He knew it, and said, " It is my son's coat, 
some evil beast hath devoured him ; Joseph 

G 
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is without doubt rent to pieces." Then Jacob 
rent his clothes, and dressed himself in sack- 
cloth, and mourned many days. 

Did his sons try to comfort him? 

Yes ; but he would not be comforted, and 
said he would go down to the grave mourning 
for Joseph. 

You told me Joseph was sold for a slave to 
Potiphar; now tell me the diflFerence between a 
slave and a servant ? 

A servant has wages paid him by his master, 

and if he does not like his place he can go 

away ; but a slave has no wages, and however 

cruel his master may be to him, he cannot 

leave him. 

Why cannot the slave leave his master? 

Because his master has bought him, just as 
people in England buy horses. 

Are slaves cruelly treated ? 
Yes ; very cruelly indeed. 

Tell me how ? 

They are stolen away from their own country 
and sold ; they are worked very hard, and if 
they are ill and cannot work, or they do not 
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please their master, they are flogged with a 
dreadful whip, called a cat-o'-nine-tails, till the 
blood runs down their backs. 

What country are slaves brought from ? 
They are stolen away from Africa. 

Have we any slaves in England ? 
No ; directly a slave sets his foot on 
English ground he is free ! 

Why do not Englishmen like to have slaves ? 

Because they know it is a very wicked thing, 
and displeasing to God. 

Did England ever give any thing that we 
might have no more to do with such a bad 
business ? 

Yes ; England gave £20,000,000 of money 
that the voices of the slaves might no more 
go up to the throne of God to accuse 
us, and bring down judgment upon our 
heads. 

On the glowing coast of Guinea, 
Many a mother weeping stands, 

O^er her cheeks salt tears are rolling, 
Falling down upon the sands. 

o 2 
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Stolen was her pretty daughter. 

Stolen was her little son ; 
The deep sorrow this has brought her, 

Never more can be undone. 

They were living in a village, 
Happy when the spoiler came; 

When he gave it up to pillage. 
And the all-devouring flame. 

All the (AA and all the weak ones 
Were allowed to perish there; 

But the younger and the stronger 
Foimd a burthen hard to bear. 

To a foreign land he bore them. 
Sailing o^er the dark blue sea; 

And he never did restore them 
To their land, to wander free. 

Happy were the men of England 
When their gold they fredy gave. 

And reserved their hanos should never 
Touch the trade that steals the slave. 

From that time a richer blessing 
Did descend on England^s shore ; 

May she now such gifts possessing, 
Serve her God, and sin no more. 
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JOSEPH IN EGYFT. 

GbNBBIS XXXIX. XL, XLI. 

Joseph was taken by Potiphar into Egypt to live 
in PharaoVs court, and there he grew in favour 
with all who knew him. 

Can you tell me how it was that a poor slave like 
Joseph got on so well? 

It was because God was with him, and 

made everything to prosper v;hich Joseph 

did. 

Did Potiphar like Joseph? 

Yes; Potiphar saw God's blessing was 
upon Joseph, so he made him overseer of his 
house. 

Did God bless Potiphar? 

Yes ; he blessed him for Joseph's sake, and 
directly Joseph took care of Potiphar's house, 
God sent his blessing upon all he had in his 
house and all he had m the field. 
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What does the Bible say about God^s blessing? 

** The blessing of the Lord it maketh rich, 
and addeth no sorrow with it." 

Did Joseph always keep in Potiphar^s favour? 

No ; Potiphar had a very wicked wife, and 

she told lies about Joseph. 

% 

Did Potiphar believe his wife ? 
Yes ; and sent Joseph to prison. 

Did God leave Joseph when he was put into 
prison ? 

No ; the Lord was with him, and made the 
keeper of the prison kind to him. 

Did the keeper of the prison trust Joseph as 
Potiphar had done ? 

Yes ; and gave him the care of all the 
prisoners, among whom were the chief butler 
and the chief baker of king Pharaoh; 

Why were they in prison ? 

Because Pharaoh was angry with them. 

What happened when they were in prison? 
They had son? 2 curious dreams, which they 
could not understand. 
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Who did they tell their dreams to ? 
To Joseph. 

CoTild he tell them what their dreams meant? 

He told the butler that his dream meant 
that the king would take him again into 
favour, but he told the baker that he would 
be hanged on a tree. 

Did these dreams come to pass as Joseph had 
explained them ? * 

Yes, exactly ; the butler was restored to 

favour, but the baker was hanged. 

Did Joseph beg the butler to do anything when 
he went out of prison ? 

He said, " Think on me when it shall be 

well with thee, and show me kindness, and 

mention me to Pharaoh that he may take me 

out of this house : for indeed I was stolen out 

of the land of the Hebrews : and here I have 

done nothing that they should put me into this 

dungeon." 

And did the butler^ when he was happy again 
in his own place^ remember Joseph ? 

No ; he was very ungrateful, and forgot 
him for a long time ; but king Pharaoh had 
two wonderful dreams, and then the butler re- 
membered Joseph. 
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What was Pharaoh^s first dream ? 

The king dreamed that he was standing by 
a river. 

And, behold! there came up out of the 
river, seven fat kine, and they fed in a 
meadow. 

And, behoki ! after them seven miserably 
lean kine came up, and stood by the others 
on the brink of the river ; and king Pharaoh 
saw the seven lean ones eat up the seven fat 
ones, and then awoke from his dream. 

What was king Pharaoh^s other dream ? 

In his second dream he saw seven ears of 
corn all growing upon one stem, rank and 
good : and after that he saw seven miserably 
thin ears of corn, blasted by the east wind ; 
and the seven thin ears eat up the seven good 
ears ; and when king Pharaoh awoke, behold 
it was a dream. 

What did the king do in the morning? 

His dreams had made him very uncomfort- 
able, so he sent for his wise men that they 
might tdl him what they meant. 

Could they tell him ? 

No ; and this troubled Pharaoh very much. 
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Why did this trouble him ? 

Because he thought these dreams had been 
sent by God to teach him something, and he 
was unhappy that no one could tell him what 
they meant. 

When the butler saw the trouble of king 
Pharaoh did he remember Joseph ? 

Yes ; and Pharaoh called Joseph, and they 

brought him hastily out of his dungeon ; and 

he shaved himself and changed his clothes, and 

caine in unto king Pharaoh. 

What did Joseph say when the king asked him 
the meaning of his dreams ? 

He took no glory to himself for wisdom, 

but said, " It is not in me to tell the king, 

but God shall give to Pharaoh an answer of 

peace." 

What did Joseph say the dreams meant ? 

He said that there would come to pass seven 
years of great plenty in the land of Egypt, 
and that after these seven good years, there 
would come seven terrible years of famine. 

Did the seven fat kine and seven good ears 
foretell the years of plenty ? 

Yes. 
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And did tlie lean kine and the blasted ears of 
com foretell the famine ? 

Yes. 

And what was meant by the seven lean kine 
and the seven blasted ears of com eating up the 
good fat ones ? 

It meant that all the corn that was grown 
in the years of plenty would be eaten up in the 
years of famine. 

Did Joseph tell Pharaoh why God had sent these 
dreams? 

He told him that God had sent them to 
teach him what to do. 

And did Joseph advise the king what to do ? 

He advised him to buy up all the corn in 
the years of plenty and store it away safely, 
so that when the years of famine should come, 
they might have plenty to eat. 

And did Pharaoh think that this advice was 
good ? 

Yes ; and as he saw that the Spirit of God 
was with Joseph, he thought the best thing he 
could do was to choose him to buy up the 
corn, and store it away. 
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Did king Pharaoh do great honour to the poor 
slave that he-had just taken out of his dungeon? 

He took a ring ofF his own finger and put 
it on Joseph's, and dressed him in fine linen, 
and put a gold chain on his neck. 

Did Pharaoh's dreams come to pass as Joseph 
had foretold ? 

Yes ; first there came the sev^n years of 
plenty, and the earth brought forth corn by 
handfuls, and Joseph stored it away; and 
then came the seven grievous years of famine, 
and the famine was over all the lands. 

"When the people were ready to die with hun- 
ger^ and cried unto the king for breads did he send 
them to Joseph ? 

Yes ; and Joseph joyfully opened the barns 
and store-houses, and fed the poor starving 
people that came to him. 

Was Joseph become a great man now? 

Yes ; God had taken care of him all the 
days of his life ; his eye was upon him when 
his brothers put him into the pit, and sold 
him for a slave ; when he was in prison God 
still watched over him ; it was he who taught 
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him the meaning of the dreams, and now it 
was the same great God whp raised him to 
honour in the land of Egypt. 

By the Nile king Pharaoh wandered. 

Saw its rise and saw its fall ; 
In his dream he wisely pondered 

On the causes of it aU. 

When he saw the yellow harvest 

Waving in the glowing sun, 
He praised Osiris as his god, 

By whom he thought the wonders done. 

But lo ! the king is quite surprised. 

Oxen from the river rise, 
Fat, and ftOl, and well conditioned. 

There they stand before his eyes. 

He looks again, and seven others 
Arise before him, poor and lean ; 

He would have taken them for brothers. 
Had these not been so very thin. 

But hunger gives them strength and courage. 
Their favoured brethren they devour ; 

Yet, when this strange repast is over. 
They are no fatter than before. 

The king awoke, again to slumber; 

New marvels now before him^stood ; 
Pine ears of com, ftdl seven in number. 

Upon one stalk grew, rank and good. 
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Yet see again ! there grew beside them^ 
Seven blasted by the eastern wind. 

So thin and poor, so sadly shrivelled, 
Gaunt famine seemed to stalk behind. 

Call the wise men, call the sages. 
Let them come before the king ; 

Bring their books, and turn their pages, 
Find the meaning of the thing. 

'Tis all in vain, no man of Egypt 

Can at all the truth declare ; 
All their words seem idle babble. 

Empty as the viewless air. 

In the prison lies a Hebrew, 

Falsely charged, and a slave ; 
But with him that wisdom dwelleth 

"Which God's prophets only have. 

He is brought before king Pharaoh, 

Quickly is the mystery told ; 
And instead of chains of iron. 

He is decked with chains of gold. 

Prison clothes he left behind him, 

Egypt's wealth is in his hand. 
And the once neglected Hebrew, 

Is the Saviour of the Land. 
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THE FAMINE DRIVES JOS£PH*S BRETHBEN 

INTO EGTPT, 

Genesis xlii. 

Did this sore famine reach into the land of 
Canaan^ where Jacob and his sons liyed ? 

Yes ; and Jacob said to his sons, ** Behold, 
I have heard that there is corn in Egypt, get 
you down thither and buy for us from thence, 
that we may live and not die. 

Did they go ? 

All went but Benjamin ; and Jacob would 
not let him go, for fear harm should befal 
him. 

Now Joseph was governor over the land of 
Egypt when his brethren arrived, so they went to 
him, and bowed themselves before him, with their 
faces to the earth. Can you tell me if they knew 
that the great man they bowed before, was their 
brother, whom they had sold for a slave ? 

They did not know him, for when they 
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had sold him he was but a lad, and now he 
was grown to be a man, and was dressed 
in fine clothes, and wore gold rings and 
chains. 

Did Joseph know them ? 

Yes, he knew them, and when he saw them 
all bowing before him he remembered his 
dreams about the moon and stars, and about 
their wheat sheaves bowing down before his 
wheat sheaf. 

How did he speak to them ? 

Roughly, and would not believe what they 
said. 

What did they tell Joseph ? 

They said, " Thy servants are twelve bre- 
thren, the sons of one man, living in the land 
of Canaan, the youngest is left at home with 
his father, and one is dead. 

What did Joseph accuse them of being? 

Spies, and said he would not believe a word 
they said, unless they brought Benjamin for 
him to see, and when he had said this he put 
them into prison, and kept them there three 
days. 
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What did Joseph do at the end of the three 
days? 

He took them out of prison, and had their 
sacks filled with corn, and then he told them 
he would let them carry it home, but that one 
of them should be left with him till they 
proved their words true, by bringing their 
youngest brother to him. 

Which was left behind? 
Simeon. 

Were they unhappy? 

Yes, very ; and they thought it was a punish- 
ment because they had been so cruel to 
Joseph. 

Why did Joseph treat them roughly ? 

Because he knew what hard and cruel hearts 
they had, and perhaps he thought a little 
sorrow and trouble might teach them a good 
lesson. 

Was it a pleasure to Joseph to punish them? 

No ; his heart was so full of sorrow that he 
was obliged to turn away from them, that 
they might not see him weep. 
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Did they give the whole history to their father 
when they reached their home ? 

Yes, they told poor old Jacob all, 
from the beginning to the end, and he was 
afraid. 

What did he say to them ? 

He lamented very much and said, that 
Joseph was dead, and Simeon left in prison, 
and that now they wanted to take Benjamin 
away from him. 

Did they try to persuade him to let Benjamin 
go? 

They tried very much, but Jacob said, 
" My son shall not go down with you, for his 
brother is dead, and he is left alone ; if mis- 
chief should befal him by the way, then shall 
ye bring my grey hairs with sorrow to the 
grave." 

When they had eaten up all the com they 
had brought, and the famine still continued 
sore in the land, what did Jacob wish his sons to 
do? 

To go down into Egypt to buy some more 
corn, 

H 
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Were tliey willing to go ? 

They told their father it would be no use 
their going without Benjamin, for the great 
man (the ruler of the land) had told Aem, 
that except they brought him with them, they 
should not see his face again. 

Did poor old Jacob let Benjamin go ? 

Yes ; but it was with a very sorrowful heart, 
for he saw if he did not let him go, they must 
all die. 

What did Judah promise his father ? 

He promised that he would be surety for 
Benjamin^ and said that if he did not bring 
him safe back, he would bear the blame for 
ever. 

What did being surety mean ? 
It meant that he would stand in Benjamin's 
place, if any harm should come to him. 

What did Jacob tell them to take with them ? 

He told them to take some of the best 
fruits they had for presents, and some balm, 
a little honey, spices and myrrh, nuts and 
almonds, and he said, " Take your brother 
also; and God Almighty give you mercy 
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before the man, that he may send away your 
other brother, and Benjamin." 

What happened when they got into Egypt ? 

They were very much frightened, because 
they were directly taken to Joseph's house, 
and they thought he would take them and 
make them slaves, but Joseph's steward brought 
out Simeon to them, and told them not to be 
afraid. 

When Joseph came home, what happened ? 

They went in and bowed themselves before 
him, and gave him the presents their father 
had sent. 

What did Joseph say to them ? 

He asked if their father was alive and well, 
and when he saw Benjamin he inquired if that 
was their youngest brother, and then he said 
to him, " God be gracious to thee, my son." 

How did Joseph feel when he saw his own 
brother Benjamin ? 

The sight of him made him weep, but as 

he did not like they should see him, he made 

haste and went into his own room ; but he 

told his servants to set out food, because he 

intended they should dine with him at noon. 

H 2 
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When the dinner was ready, did Joseph come 
back to them ? 

He came in again and placed them all at 
the table, he set them all according to their 
ages, the oldest first, and the youngest last, 
and they were much surprised at this. 

What did he do next ? 

He carved the food for them, and he sent 
Benjamin five messes more than he did the 
others, and they drank and were merry. 

Why did Joseph give more to Benjamin than 
to the others ? 

Because he wished to show them that he 
was his favourite, and he thought by doing 
this, he should see whether they loved Ben- 
jamin, or whether they would envy and hate 
him, as they had formerly envied himself, on 
account of his coat of many colours. 

What happened next ? 

Joseph determined that he would put them 
to a sharp trial ; so he told his steward to fill 
their sacks wjth corn, and not to take any 
money, but to put it all back into their sacks, 
and to put his own silver cup into Benjamin's 
sack, with his money. 
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And was this done ? 

Yes ; and the next morning they went away. 

When they were gone, what did Joseph tell 
his steward to do ? 

To follow quick after them, and charge 
them with having stolen his cup. 

When the steward oyertook them, were they 
frightened ? 

Not much, for they felt sure they had not 
taken the cup, so they told him to look into 
all their sacks, and if it should be found in 
the sack of any one of them, that one should 
die, and the rest of them would remain as 
slaves. 

What did they, do when the steward found the 
cup in Benjamin^s sack ? 

They rent their clothes, and every man 
laded his ass, and they went back to the city. 

Where did they go when they got there ? 
They were taken directly to Joseph's house, 
and they all offered to be his servants. 

Did Joseph agree to this ? 

He said it should not be so, but that Ben- 
jamin should stay and he his servant, and the 
rest might go home. 
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Was Judah much troubled at this ? 

He entreated to be allowed to stay in Ben- 
jamin's place, for he said if they went back 
without him, it would surely kill their father. 

Did Judah say anything else ? 

He told Joseph that their father's life was 
so bound up in the life of his youngest son, 
because he was. the only child left of his 
favourite wife Rachel. 

When Joseph saw how grieved Judah was, and 
felt sure they did not wish Benjamin to be left a 
slave in Egypt, what did he do ? 

He sent all the people out, and made him- 
self known to his brethren, telling them that 
he was their brother Joseph, that they had 
sold into Egypt. 

How did they feel ? 

They felt troubled, but he told them not 
to be troubled, for God had been with him in 
Egypt, and that he had made all things work 
together for good all the time he had been there. 

What did Joseph mean by this ? 

He meant that although it was very wicked 
of them to sell him, yet God had never left 
him, but had given him wisdom, and brought 
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him to honour, and then he told them to go 
home and bring their father, and all their 
wives, and children, and that he would feed 
them all the time the famine lasted. 

Did Joseph do anything else to show that he 
freely forgave them ? 

He kissed all his brethren, and talked with 

them. 

Did he do anything more ? 

Yes ; he gave them all changes of raiment, 
but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces 
of silver, and five changes of raiment. 

What did he send his father ? 

To his father he sent ten asses, laden 
with the good things of Egypt, and ten asses 
laden with corn and wine, for him by the 
way. 

When they set out, what did he say to them ? 
He warned them not to " fall out by the 
way." 

Why did he do that ? 

Because he remembered how quarrelsome 
they used to be, and he was afraid they might 
quarrel again on their journey. 
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When they got home and told their father all 
this good news, how did he feel ? 

His heart fainted, and he did not believe 
them, but when they showed him the presents, 
and the wagons that Joseph had sent, he took 
courage and said, " It is enough ; Joseph, my 
son, is yet alive, I will go and see him before 
I die." 

What does Joseph's history teach ns ? 

It teaches that God takes care of all those 
who love and serve him. 

That " all things work together for good 
to them that love God." 

" That those who love the Lord shall not 
want any good thing." 

What else do we learn ? 

To return good for evil. Joseph received 
very unkind treatment from his brethren, but 
he returned them nothing but kindness. 

When Joseph his brethren beheld. 

Afflicted and trembling with fear, 
His heart with compassion was filled. 

From weeping he could not forbear. 
Awhile his behaviour was rough. 

To bring their past sins to their mind. 
But, when they were humbled enough. 

He hasted to show himself kind. 
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How little they thought it was he 
Whom they had ill-treated and sold I 

How great their confusion must be, 
As soon as his name he had told I 

I am Joseph, your brother/^ he said, 

" And stiU to my heart you are dear ; 

You sold me, and thought I was dead. 
But God, for your sake, sent me here.^' 

Though greatly distressed before. 

When charged with purloining the cup. 
They now were confounded much more, 

Not one of them dared to look up. 
Can Joseph, whom we would have slain. 

Forgive us the evil we did ? 
And will he our households maintain ? 

Oh, this is a brother indeed V^ 

John Newton, 
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MOSES. 

Exodus ii. 

When the children of Israel went down into 
Egypt they were only seventy in number, but ac- 
cording to the promise God had made to Abra- 
ham, Isaac,* and Jacob, they multiplied exceed- 
ingly, and the king of Egypt became afraid of 
them. 

Was this the king whose dream Joseph inter- 
preted ? 

No, " It was another king Pharaoh, who 
knew not Joseph." 

What did this king say to his people ? 

He said that they must act wisely, for these 
Hebrews were now become a stronger people 
than they were themselves ; and he feared, if 
war should arise in Egypt, they would join 
the enemv and fight against the Egyptians. 
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What did he do? 

He determined that he would weaken them 
with hard labour and cruel treatment, so he 
set task masters over them to afflict them, and 
he made them build two cities called Pithom 
and Rameses. 

And did this weaken them as he expected ? 

No ; it grieved him very much to see, that 
the more he afflicted them, the more they 
multiplied and grew. 

When he saw this did not answer, did he make 
any other plan ? 

Yes, and a much more cruel one ; for Pha- 
raoh the king ordered the nurses to kill every 
little Hebrew boy directly he was born ; and 
when he saw they would not do this, because 
they feared God, he charged his people to drown 
all the little baby boys in the river Nile. 



Just at this time there were two people amongst 
the Hebrews, the name of the man was Amram, 
and the name of the woman was Jochebed, and 
they had a beautiful little boy bom ; and when 
Jochebed saw he was so goodly a child, she could 
not bear the thought of his being killed ; so she 
took him and hid him three months, and when she 
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could hide him no longer^ she made him a little 
cradle of bulrushes, and daubed it with pitch to 
keep out the water ; and having done this she put 
her baby in it and laid it amongst the flags by the 
river side. 

Do you know if she left him there alone ? 

She set her daughter Miriam, a child of ten 
years old, to watch it. 

What did Miriam see ? 

She saw king Pharaoh's daughter come 
down with her maidens to the river to bathe, 
and as they walked along the banks to find a 
good place, the princess saw the cradle, and 
she sent her maid to fetch it. 

When she looked into the cradle what did she 
sav? 

She was sorry to see the baby cry, and she 
said, this is one of the Hebrews' children. 

What did Miriam do when she saw the king's 
daughter look so kindly on the child ? 

She came forward, and asked if she should 
go and fetch a Hebrew woman for a nurse ; 
and when the princess told her she might go, 
she ran off, and brought the baby's own 
mother. 
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"What did tlie princess say to Jochebed ? 

She told her to take the baby and nurse it, 
and that she would give her wages. 

What name did she give the baby ? 
She called it Moses, which means, one drawn 
out of the water. 

Did Moses always stay with his mother? 

When he was grown, Jochebed took him to 
Pharaoh's daughter, and she brought him up 
for her own son ; and he became learned in 
all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and mighty 
in word and deed. 

Did he forget that the poor afficted Hebrews 
were his own brethren? 

No; when he was forty years old, he 
determined to go to his brethren, and share 
their sufferings with them ;* and he refused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 

How do you think Moses could wish to leave 
all the good things of Pharaoh's court and go to 
Hve with the hard working Hebrews ? 

We think perhaps Jochebed had told her 
son that the Hebrews were God's people, for 
St. Paul says, that Moses chose rather to 
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sufFer affliction with the people of God, than 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season : Heb. 
xi. 25. 



Now I dare say yon think that the Hebrews 
were well pleased when the learned Moses came 
amongst them; but it was not so^ for hard 
work and cruel treatment had made them very 
ignorant and quarrelsome^ so that when Moses 
would have helped them, they treated him 
rudely, and did not seem to understand that 
he wished to do them good; and this, with 
some other things, discouraged Moses so much, 
that he fled quite away firom the land of 
Egypt, and dwelt in the land of Midian for 
forty years. 

• 

What happened at the end of the forty years ? 

The time was come when God intended to 
deliver this people from their cruel bondage, 
and he thought upon the covenant that he 
had made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; 
and he bowed his ear to hearken to their 
groaning and crying. 

Did God choose Moses for the deliverer of the 
Israelites ? 

Yes. 
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What did Moses do during the forty years that 
he lived in Midian ? 

He was a shepherd, and he kept the sheep 
of his father-in-law Jethro. 

"Where was he feeding the sheep when God 
called him ? 

In the desert of Sinai by Mount Horeb, 
the mountain of God. 

In what way did God appear to Moses ? 

When he was feeding his sheep, he saw a 
bush in a flame of fire, and although it kept 
burning it did not burn up, and this surprised 
him so much that he turned aside to see this 
great sight. 

When God saw that Moses turned aside to see 
why the bush was not consumed, did he speak to 
him? 

God spoke to him out of the bush and said, 
" Moses ! Moses ! " and Moses replied, " Here 
am I." 



The voice of God had not been heard by the 
Israelites since he spoke to Jacob to encourage 
him to go down into Egypt ; but now that- God 
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intended to bring this people out of Egypt^ and 
take them to the land he had promised to their 
fathers^ he let them hear his voice again. 



Do you know what the voice said ? 

It told Moses not to come near the bush, 
but to put his shoes off his feet, for the 
ground that he stood upon was holy ; and 
then the voice said, " I am the God of thy 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob ; and when Moses 
heard this he hid his face, for he was afraid to 
look upon God." 

What more did God say ? 

He told Moses that he had seen all the 
sorrows of his people ; and that he was now 
cofne down to deliver them, and take them 
into the good land of Canaan ; and he also 
told Moses that he had chosen him to stand 
before Pharaoh and deliver his brethren from 
their cruel bondage. 

Now when Moses heard what a great work 
God intended him to do, he felt afraid that he 
was not fit for it, and he also feared that his own 
brethren, the children of Israel, would not listen to 
him. 
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Tell me why lie feared this ? 

It was because he remembered they would 
not hearken to him before he fled into the 
land of Midian ; and beside that, he knew 
they had begun to worship some of the gods 
of the Egyptians, and had forgotten even the 
name of the God of Abraham. 

Can you tell me the name God told Moses to 
call him by when he went to his brethren ? 

God told Moses to tell them that I AM 
had sent him to them. 

That was a curious and wonderful name that 
the great God gave himself, can you tell me its 
meaning ? 

It means. He that lives, or the Living One. 

But you are alive, and so am I alive, can you 
tell me the difference between God's life and our 
life? 

The great God, he is the First and the Last 

and lives for ever. But we are like the flower 

of the field, which as soon as we pluck it fades 

away and dies. 

Who made us alive ? 

When we were born, God breathed into us 
the breath of life ; and when we die, he takes 
it away again. 

I 
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Is there any one beside' God^ who lias a life in 
himself^ that no one can take away ? 

Yes, Jesus Christ has a life in himself that 

no one can take away. 



Although Moses was a very learned man, and 
mighty in deed and in word, he was also very 
meek, and his heart failed him when he thought 
of the great work that the Lord God intended faim 
to do; and he told Grod that his brethren the 
Hebrews would not listen to his voice, neither 
believe that the God of Abraham had spoken to 
him. 

Tell me how God encouraged him ? 

He told him that he would give him power 
to work miracles before his brethren so that 
they would believe his word. 

Did this encourage him ? 

Not at all, and he told the Lord again, 
that he was not at all fit for the high place 
that he had put him in, for he was slow of 
speech, and of a slow tongue. 

Did not Moses know that the Lord God who 
had made his mouth, could make him speak well 
if he thought it needftd ? 

We suppose he did not think of that, for 
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when God told him that he would teach him 
what to say, he begged him to send any one 
rather than him. 

Did this displease God ? 

Yes, he was angry with Moses, and said, 
" Aaron the Levite is thy brother ; I know 
that he can speak well ; " I will send him with 
thee, and he shall be thy mouth, and I will 
teach you both what to say. 

Was Moses satisfied now ? 

Yes, and he and Aaron went to their breth- 
ren and shewed them the signs, and told them 
the words of God ; and when they heard that 
the Lord God had looked down from heaven 
and seen their afflictions, they bowed their 
heads and worshipped. 

Jochebed sat weaving 

The rushes for the bed/ 
In which her precious baby 

Must lay its little head. 

Amram stood beside her, 
To watch her as she wove. 

And ever in his actions 
He tried to shew his love* 

T 2 
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Less cruel than king Pliaraoli 
They thought the river Nile ; 

And more they feared king Pharaoh, 
Than Egypt's crocodile. 

They knew the God of Ahraham 
All nature did command^ 

But they thought the gods of Pharaoh 
Were from the devil's land. 

They laid him by the river, 
Aiid prayed their God to save 

Their little livine treasure 
From its wate^ grave. 

How wonderful and glorious. 

Is God's eternal love, 
He looked upon the baby. 

From his bright throne above. 

And he chose him for the leader. 
Whose hand should Israel save. 

Both from the wrath of Pharaoh, 
And from the Red Sea wave. 
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MOSES AND AARON BEFORE PHARAOH. 

Exodus v. x. 

When Moses and Aaron found that their 
brethren would listen to them, they went to Pha- 
raoh to deliver God^s message to him, and the 
message was this, — that the Lord God of Israel 
wished his people to go into the wilderness, to 
hold a feast unto him. 

What was the answer Pharaoh gave ? 

He said, " Who is the Lord that I should 
obey his voice ? I know not the Lord, neither 
will I let Israel go." 

How did Moses and Aaron answer this proud 
speech ? 

They told the king that their God had met 
them and commanded them to worship him 
in the desert, and they begged him to let them 
obey this command, and go for three days to 
offer sacrifice. 
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Did tliis make Pharaoh willing to let them 

go? . 

Instead of making him willing, it made him 

complain that Moses and Aaron hindered the 
people from working, and he said, " Get you 
to your burthens," and then he told the task- 
masters to work them harder than ever. 

What work were the people doing at this 
time? 

Making bricks. 

How did the Egyptians make bricks ? 
They made them of mud, and chopped 
straw, and dried them in the sun. 

What use was the straw ? 

It made the mud stick firmly together. 



Before this time all the straw they used was 
cut ready for them, but now that Pharaoh was 
angry with them, he said they should prepare it 
for themselves, and yet make just as m^y bricks 
as before ; and when they could not get their 
work done, the task-masters beat them; and 
when they complained, they said '^ Ye are idle, ye 
are idle,^' and that is the reason you want to go 
and sacrifice unto the Lord. 
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When Moses and Aaron saw the people were 
worse off rather than better, how did they feel ? 

Very sorrowful ; for the people accused 
them of making Pharaoh hate them so much, 
that he was ready to kill them with the 
sword. 

Did Moses lay his trouble before the Lord ? 

Yes; and the Lord's words must have 
comforted him very much, for he said " Now 
thou shalt see what I will do to Pharaoh, for 
with a strong hand he shall let the people go, 
and with a strong hand he shall drive them 
out of the land." 

Did the Lord God say anything else ? 

He said that he had heard the groaning of 
the children of Israel, and that the time was 
come when he would fulfil the promises that 
he had made to Abraham, Isaac, and. Jacob, 
and that he would lead them into the land of 
Canaan. 

"What more did God say? 

After he had said that he would stretch out 
his arm and deliver them from bondage, he 
added this glorious promise, that he would be 
their God, and take them to be his own people. 
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Did these promises comfort the cHldren of 
Israel ? 

No; the anguish of their spirit was so great, 
that they would not hearken unto Moses. 

It is a fearfiil thing to fight against God^ and 
so Pharaoh found it ; for when God saw that his 
heart was hardened^ and that he was determined 
not to let Israel go, but to keep them for his 
slaves, he told Moses that he would give him 
power to work one miracle after another, till Pha- 
raoh and his people should be so frightened, that 
they should be glad to let the Israelites go. 

What were these miracles ? 

They are called the ten plagues of Egypt. 

ist. Moses turned all the waters of Egypt 
into blood, so that all the fish died, and th? 
people had no water to drink. 

2nd. He brought such quantities of frogs 
on the land that they filled the houses, went 
up into the bed chamber?, were upon their 
beds and in their ovens, and when the frogs 
died the land stank. 

3rd. Returned all the dust of the land into 
lice, so that the lice were upon the men and 
cattle. 

4th. All the houses of the Egyptians were 
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filled With flies, but in the houses of the Israel- 
ites there was not a fly, 

5th. Was upon the cattle ; and all the 
cattle of Egypt died, but all the cattle of the 
Israelites God kept safe. 

The 6th was a plague of boils and blains 
which broke out upon man and beast. 



These six plagues were bad enough, but the last 
four were much worse, for God said he would send 
them into the hearts of the Egyptians, to teach 
them that there was no God like to him on the 
earth. 

What were these four last plagues ? 

The first of them was a grievous hail mixed 
with fire, which ran along the ground : there 
had never been such hail before in Egypt : it 
killed all the cattle that were in the field ; but 
in the land of Goshen, where the Israelites 
dwelt, there was no hail. This was fol- 
lowed by a plague of locusts, which ate up 
every green thing that the hail and fire had 
left. 

The third was a terrible darkness, which 
was so thick that they could not see each 
other ; and no man rose from his place for the 
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three days that the darkness was over the 
land ; but there was light in all the Israelites' 
dwellings. 

Was Pharaoh frightened at this thick dark- 
ness? 

Yes ; and called for Moses and Aaron, and 
told them that he would let the people go to 
worship their God in the wilderness ; that they 
might take their wives and children with them, 
but they should leave their flocks behind. 

Did Moses agree to this ? 

No ; he said that they must have all their 
cattle with them, because until they should 
get into the wilderness they should not know 
which of their things they should have to ofier 
up to their God. 

What did Pharaoh reply to this? 

When he heard it, he was exceedingly 
angry ; and told Moses to get out of his pre- 
sence, and should he dare to come before his 
face again he should die. 

Did Moses mind this threat of the king ? 

Moses said to him, " Thou hast spoken 
well, I will see thy face again no more,'* and 
when he had said this he left Pharaoh. 
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THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 

Children of Jaxiob, — why 

Weep you so bitterly ? 

I AM hath heard your cry. 

Pharaoh prepare thy heart, 
God takes His people's part. 
Vain the magicians^ art. 

Now the streams flow with bloody 
Lake, river, fall, and flood ; 
Pharaoh despises God I 

Frogs from the ponds have fled, 
Hide in the troughs of bread. 
Crawl upon Pharaoh^s bed. 

The dust with life doth spring. 
Lice cover everything. 
Even great Egypt's king. 

God lifts his hand again. 
Flies come like pouring rain. 
The land is filled with them. 

Hark I how the cattle groan ! 
The murrain strikes every one, 
Death marches boldly on 1 

The people are mad with pain. 
Boils cover child and man. 
But it is all in vain. 
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Now Pharaoh quails with fear, 
Loud thunders stun his ear. 
Tempest and lightning drear. 

The dark cedars crash and bend, 
Hailstones with fire descend. 
Patience shall have an end. 

The east wind is blowing loud. 

Locusts come like a cloud 

To humble the great and proud. 

The waving grass waves no more, 
Trees and fruits they devour. 
Passing the country o'er. 

Darkness comes down with fear. 
Daylight doth disappear. 
None can see far or near. 

Hark ! — that loud piercing cry, 
Startling the midnight sky. 

Death is come down ! 
A child is now lying, 
In every house dying. 

Under God's frown. 

But to the Israelite, 

Darkness, and death, and blight. 

All are unknown. 
God's angel sees the door. 
With the blood sprinkled o'er. 

And passes on. 
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Pharaoh rose up in dread^ 
And unto Moses said^ 

Haste ye, — begone, — 
Take your wives, take your goods. 
Take your flocks, take your herds. 

Haste, and begone ! 

Egypt in terror said. 
Haste — ^lest we all be dead. 

Take gems and gold. 
So, Israel left the land, 
Under God's guiding hand. 

Joyful and bold. 

M.S. 
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THE DELIVERANCE. 



Exodus xi. xv. 



Had not Pharaoh's heart been as hard as the 
nether millstone, it must have broken when the 
last dreadful plague came down upon Egypt. 
God had determined to bring his people Israel 
out with a high hand, and to show that he did 
put a diflference between them and the Egyptians ; 
BO he told Moses, that when all the people were 
asleep in their beds, just at midnight, he would 
come down and kill all the first-bom children of 
the Egyptians; that not one family should be 
spared; that from Pharaoh, who sat upon the 
throne, to the poorest maid-servant in the land, 
there should come such bitter weeping and wailing 
for their dead children as had never been heard 
before ; but he said, not one child of the Israelites 
shall be touched. 
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Did God command anything to be done which 
would prove the faith of the Israelites, and at the 
same time point out to him which were their 
houses when he came down to slay the children ? 

He told^ Moses to order all the Israelites 

to choose from their flocks a lamb, without 

blemish, and without spot ; and when they 

had killed it, to put some of its blood in a 

basin, and with a bunch of hyssop dash it on 

the two side-posts of the doors, and on the 

lintels ; and if they did this, he should know 

that they believed he was the true God, and 

he would pass by their houses, and their 

children should be saved alive. 

Were they to eat the flesh of the lamb ? 
Yes ; and if a bit of it were left till the 
morning it was to be burnt. 

Did God say anything about the way in which 
they were to eat it ? 

He told them they were to eat it in haste 
like men ready to set out on a journey. 

What did the Israelites do when they heard 
what God commanded ? 

They bowed their head and worshipped 

God, and then went away, and did what Moses 

and Aaron commanded^ 
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After this if came to pass at midniglit, that the 
liord smote all the first-bom of Egypt, from the 
first-bom of Pharaoh who sat upon the throne, to 
the first-born of the prisoner in his dungeon. 

And Pharaoh arose, and all his servants, and 
there was a great cry, for there was not a house 
where there was not one dead. 

And he called for Moses and Aaron, and 
told them to take the people, and the herds, and 
go away directly, and serve their God. 

And all the Egyptians hastened them, for they 
feared they should all soon be dead men, if the 
Israelites stayed much longer. 



Were the Israelites ready to set out quite so 
suddenly ? 

Not quite ; for their bread was not baked, 
so they wrapped up the dough and carried 
It on their shoulders. 

Had they anything else to carry ? 

They had jewels of gold, and jewels of 
silver, and raiment. 

How did they come by these things ? 

The Egyptians were so terrified by the last 
judgment, that they were glad to get rid of 
them, and were ready to give them all the 
treasures they asked for. 
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Was it right that the Israelites should carry 
away the treasures of Egypt ? 

Yes ; God had ordered that they should do 
so, that in this way they should be paid 
their hard-earned wages, which for two 
hundred and fifteen years the Egyptians had 
unjustly withheld. 

T\Tien men love wickedness, their hearts grow 
harder and harder, till at last they run on to 
their own destruction. It was just so with 
Pharaoh ; for when he found his hard-working 
slaves were gone, and that he should have no 
more of their work, he determined that he would 
follow after them ; so he ordered his chariots to 
be got ready, and he took six hundred chariots, 
and all the chariots of Egypt, and his mighty 
men, and they followed quickly after the 
Israelites, and overtook them by the Bed Sea. 

How did the Israelites find their way ? 

The Lord guided them in the day by a 
pillar of cloud, and in the night by a pillar 
of fire. 

Were they frightened when they saw the 
Egyptians close behind them ? 

Yes ; and they cried unto the Lord for 

help. 
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What did they say to Moses ? 

They blamed him, and asked if there were 
no graves in Egypt, that he had brought 
them into the wilderness to die. 

How did Moses answer this naughty perverse 
speech ? 

He said, " Fear not, but stand still, and see 
the salvation of God ; the Egyptians whom 
ye have seen to-day, ye shall see no more for 
ever. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye 
shall hold your^eace." 



The people might well be frightened, for the 
Red Sea was before them, and the cruel Pharaoh, 
with all his hosts, mad with rage, were behind ; 
and if God had not arisen for their help, they 
must have perished, but the great God intended 
to deliver his people ; and he told Moses that the 
time was now come, and that if he lifted up his 
rod over the sea, that he would cause it to divide, 
and that the Israelites should walk through upon 
dry ground. 

What did God say he would do to the 
Egyptians ? 

He said he would make them follow after 
them ; and that he would get him honour 
upon Pharaoh, and upon all his hosts. 
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How did God encourage the Israelites ? 

He removed the guiding pillar from the 
front, and placed it between them and the 
Egyptians. 

How did the cloud look ? 

It was quite dark to the Egyptians, but it 
gave light to the Israelites, 

When Moses stretched out his hand over the 
Red Sea, what did the Lord do ? 

He caused the sea to go back by a strong 
east wind all that night ; and the waters were 
divided. 

And did they walk through the bed of the sea 
as upon dry ground ? 

Yes ; and instead of seeing billows toss- 
ing all around, the waters rose up on the 
right hand and on the left, and sheltered 
them. 

When the Israelites were speeding away safely 
under the protecting hand of the mighty God, 
how were the Egyptians faring ? 

Pharaoh, and all his horsemen and chariots, 
were following hard after them into the very 
bed of the sea. 

K 2 



148 THE DELIVERANCE. 

Wliat happened at the m<»imig watch ? 

The Lord looked out from the pillar of 
cloud and fire> and terrified them. 

When they saw the Lord looking out upon 
them^ and found their chaiiots sticking fast in the 
sandy bed of the sea^ what did they say ? 

They said. Let us flee from the face of 

Israel, for the Lord fghteth for them, and 

against us. 

What did God tell Moses to do when the 
Israelites were safe through the sea ? 

He told him to stretch forth his hand, and 

the water should come to its right place agam. 

And did it come back to its place when Moses 
stretched forth his hand ? 

Yes; and Pharaoh and his chariots, and 

all his mighty hosts, were drowned in the 

depths of the sea ; not one of them was left 

alive. 

When the Israelites saw the dead bodies of the 
Egyptians laying on the banks of the Red Sea 
shore, and thought upon the great deliverance 
God had wrought for them ; how did they feel ? 

They feared God, and believed his servant 
Moses. 
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Did they count over the mercies their God had 
shown to them ? 

Moses and all the children of Israel, with 
joyful and thankful hearts, sung a song of 
praise to God, and glorified his great name, 
for all the wonderful works he had done; 
and when they had finished their song, 
Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, 
took her timbrel in her hand ; and she and 
all the women praised the Lx)rd with tim- 
brels and dances, and sang these joyful 
words : — 

" Sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed 
gloriously, the horse and his rider hath he 
thrown into the sea." 



(C 



' Forward let the people go :*' 
Israelis God will have it so. 
Though the path be through the sea, 
Israel, what is that to thee ? 
He who bids thee pass the waters, 
Will be with his sons and daughters. 

Deep and wide the sea appears, 
Israel wonders, Israel fears : 
Yet the word is ' forward ^ still, 
Israel, His thy Master's will ; 
Though no way thou canst discover. 
Not one plank to float thee over. 
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Israel^ art thou sorely tried ? 
Art thou pressed on every side ? 
Does it seem as if no power 
Could relieve thee in this hour ? 
Wherefore art thou thus disheartened? 
Is the arm that saves thee shortened ? 

Forward go^ and thou shall see 
Wonders wrought, and wrought for thee ; 
Safe thyself on yonder shore, 
Thou shalt see thy foes no more ; 
Thine to see the Saviour's glory. 
Thine to tell the wondrous story/' 

Anon, 
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THE WILDERNESS. 

Exodus xyi. ; Numbebs xiii. xiy. 

How many people went out of Egypt with 
Moses ? 

Six hundred thousand strong men, beside 
women and children. 

How many children and grandchildren had 
Jacob at the time the famine drove them into 
Egypt? 

Altogether seventy people went down into 

Egypt. 

How was it that Pharaoh^s hard work did not 
prevent their multiplying ? 

Because work does not hurt a man, but 
makes him healthy ; and God took such 
especial care of them, that he did not let war, 
or famine, or pestilence, waste them. 
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Where was Moses going to lead this large com- 
pany of people ? 

Into the land of Canaan. 

Why was he going to lead them there ? 

Because it was that land that God had 
promised to Abraham four hundred and 
thirty years before, when he told him to leave 
his own country and go into the land that he 
would show him. 

Do you remember why God had not given him 
the land of Canaan at once ? 

It was because he intended to bear a little 

longer with the wickedness of the people that 

lived in it. 

And was the time come ? 
Yes ; it was nearly come. 

After this great deliverance, did the people 
serve God with a joyful and thankful hearty and 
love and obey Moses? 

No ; when they got into the desert and 
found the sandy soil would grow no corn, 
they began to grumble, and said they wished 
God had let them die in Egypt, where they 
had plenty to eat, rather than let Moses bring 
them into the wilderness to be starved to 
death. 
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Did God strike them with Budden death for 
this perverse conduct ? 

No ; God knows how weak, sinful, and 
foolish men are; and, instead of punishing 
them, he determined to win them with kind- 
ness, and prove whether they would trust in 
him, and walk in his ways. 

How did God feed this large multitude of 
people in the sandy desert ? 

He sent them bread from heaven to eat. 

What was this bread called ? 
Manna. 

Where did they find it ? 
When the dew was gone up in the morning, 
they found it lying on the ground. 

What was it like ? 

It was a smaJl round thing like a coriander 
seed ; and, when it was baked into cakes, it 
tasted like fresh oil. 

Should you think it was good ? 
Yes, very good ; because king David says 
it was angels' food : Psalm Ixxviii. 25. 

Did they gather just what they wanted every 
day? 

Yes ; except on the sixth day, and then they 

gathered enough for that day and the Sabbath. 
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Would it keep good, if they gathered more 
than they wanted on other days to store away? 

No ; it bred worms, and stank, and when 
the sun was hot it melted away. 

What should this teach us? 

To keep holy the Sabbath day. 

When Jesus Christ was on the earth, did he say 
anything about this manna? 

When he was preaching to the Jews, he re- 
minded them of it, and told them that although 
God had fed their fathers with manna in the 
wilderness, yet that did not keep them from 
dying. 

What did he say of himself? 

He said, that he was the living bread 
sent down from heaven ; and that if any 
man would eat of that bread, he would never 
die. 

What did that mean ? 

It- means, that the soul of every one who 
believes that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, 
and the Saviour of the world, shall live for 
^vcr. 
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And were the people satisfied when God fed 
them with angels^ food ? 

No ; they called it light bread, and said 

they loathed it, now they had nothing else 

before their eyes ; and they sat down crying 

at their tent doors, because they had not meat 

to eat. 

How did God punish them ? 

He gave them their heart's desire, and sent 
a flight of birds (called quails), and they fell 
into the midst of the camp. 

Did feeding on meat bring any punishment 
with it ? 

It brought a plague amongst them, and 
many died. 

Did God let the Israelites go straight into the 
land of Canaan ? 

He told Moses to send twelve men to look 
at the land, and bring a report of it. 

What sort of things did he tell them to bring 
a report of? 

They were to see whether it was a good 
land, and whether there were trees growing 
on it. 

They were to see what sort of people lived 
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in the land, and whether they dwelt in ttnts 
or lived in cities and strongholds. 

What did Moses say to them when they set 
out? 

He told them to be of good courage, and 
bring back some of the fruit of the land with 
them. 

How long did they search the land? 

Forty days; and, on their return, they 
brought a large bunch of grapes, which two 
men carried on a pole between them ; and they 
brought, beside that, some pomegranates, and 
figs, to show the people. 

What report did they give of the land ? 

They said, that certainly it was a good land, 
flowing with milk and honey, but that the 
people were very strong, and their cities 
walled and very great. 

When the Israelites heard this report did they 
like to go ? 

No ; they lifted up their voices and wept, 
and murmured against Moses and Aaron, and 
said, they would choose themselves a captain 
to lead them back into Egypt. 
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Were all the twelve men of the same mind ? 

No ; two of them, Joshua and Caleb, were 
courageous men ; and Caleb (whose name 
means all heart) tried to quiet the people, and 
said, " Let us go up at once to take the land, 
for we are well able." 

Did this make the ten men ashamed of their 
faint hearts ? 

No; they kept to their first saying, that 
the people were noi only stronger than they 
were, but that they were giants. 

Did they say they felt like poor little pimy 
things beside them ? 

They said they felt like grasshoppers, and the 
giants thought they looked like grasshoppers. 

Were Caleb and Joshua vexed when they heard 
them talk in this foolish cowardly manner? 

They were exceedingly grieved, and said, it 
IS a good land, and if the Lord delight in us, 
he will give it to us. 

Did they say anything else ? 

They begged the people not to rebel against 
God, neither to fear the inhabitants of the land, 
for the Lord had departed from them, and 
was with the Israelites. 
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What did the people do when they heard this? 
They took up stones to stone Caleb and 
Joshua. 

Did this conduct provoke the Lord God to 
anger ? 

Yes; and he told Moses that he would 
smite the people with pestilence, and cut them 
oiF, and then make of him a greater nation 
than they. 

Was Moses pleased with the thought of being 
made a great nation ? 

Oh no ! he begged the Lord to continue 
his longsuiFering, and mercy, and to pardon 
their rebellion. 

Why did Moses beg the Lord to pardon them ? 

Because he said, the Egyptians would glory 
if they heard the Lord had slain the people, to 
save whom he had worked such wondrous 
miracles ; and that they would say he was not 
able to do what he had promised. 

Did the Lord listen to the prayer of Moses? 

Yes; and he said he would pardon the 
people fbr Moses' sake, and for his own 
glory. 
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Did not God punisli them at all? 

Yes ; he said that those men who had seen 
his miracles, should never enter Canaan, but 
should wander in the wilderness forty years, 
until all were dead who had rebelled against 
him and his servant Moses. 

Who did enter the land of Canaan ? 
Caleb and Joshua, and all the children who 
were under twenty years old. 

Why did God make them wander forty years ? 

Because, when the twelve spies went to 
search the land, they were gone forty days, so 
for every one of those days, of which they 
brought a lying report, they were punished 
a whole year. 

When Moses told them what God would do to 
them, did they mourn ? 

They mourned greatly, and confessed that 
they had sinned, and rose up early in the 
morning, and said they were ready to go to 
the place God had promised them. 

Did Moses encourage them to go ? 

He tbld them not to go up ; because, as 
they had turned away from the Lord, he would 
not go with them, and they would be slain by 
the Amalekites. 
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And did they hearken to Moses ? 

No : they went out to meet the enemy. 

And were they beaten? 

Yes ; the people of the country came down 
upon them, and drove them back into the wil- 
derness, where they were to wander forty years. 



THE MANNA. 

Now round about that mighty host 

The barren desert spread ; 
No blade of grass^ no ripened ear, 
No fruit, no flower, their eye to cheer, 
The wilderness lay dead and drear ; 
The people cry for bread. 

But to that God they do not cry 

Who led them through the sea; 
No knee is bent to him in prayer. 
But cries of anger and despair. 
And wailings wild, and fierce despair. 
And tears of agony. 

But oh, how good is IsraeFs God, 

His anger turns away, 
*' My people shall have bread to eat. 
Bread white as snow, as honey sweet ; 
Their table shall be filled with meat, 

m feed them day by day.'* 
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And ere the morrow^s rising snn 

Awoke that sleeping band^ 
The food of angels from on high 
All round abont their tents did lie, 
A sweet, and plentiful supply. 

From his unfailing hand. 

And when the gently closing day 
Called to the evening meal. 
The qnails in gathering flocks appear. 
Fall round the camp without a fear. 
And furnish them with dainty cheer. 
Drawn by God's holy will. 

And thus was Israel daily fed. 
Whilst forty years rolled by ; 

The cloudy pillar led by day. 

By night the pillar's fiery ray. 

And heavenly bread fell day by day, 
God's love to magnify. 

And shall not we, who travel through 

A world of grief and pain. 
Cast upon him our daily care. 
And follow him with hiLble prayer. 
That we his glorious rest may share. 

When he shall come to reign? 

M. S, 
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THE FOBTT TEABS' WAKDEBING, AND THE 

PBOBOSED LAND. 

Exodus xix. xxxii.; DBursBOKoifT y. 

What is the name of the country where the 
Israelites wandered forty years ? 

Arabia ; and in that country all those men 
were buried who had seen the miracles in 
Egypt, and who had walked through the Red 
Sea as upon dry ground. 

What sort of a country is Arabia ? 

It is a country where there are wide sandy 
plains, hard rocks, and very little food grows 
there that is fit for man to eat. 

Are there no green places where travellers can 
rest when they journey through it ? 

There are a few pleasant spots where they 

find a well of water with a few trees, and a 

little green grass growing by it. 
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How did Moses know when the people were to 
travel, and when they were to rest ? 

God guided them by a cloud ; when the 
cloud stood still, the people rested ; and when 
the cloud rose up, they journeyed. 

When they reached Mount Sinai, what happened? 

The Lord God came down upon the 
mountain and spoke to Moses. 

What did he say ? 

He told Moses to bring before the mind 
of the people all the kindness that he had 
shown them, and then to tell them, that if 
they kept his commandments they should be 
a peculiar treasure to him, above all people, 
and that they should be a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation. 

And did Moses tell the people all this ? 

Yes, every word of it ; and when the people 
heard it, they said they would do all the Lord 
told them to do. 

Did God teU Moses anything more ? 

He told Moses to make the people get 
ready, for on the third day from that time 
he would come down upon Mount Sinai in 
the sight of the people. 

L 2 
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Were the people frightened ? 

Yes, they were terrified when they saw 
the mountain all in a smoke and flame, and 
heard the thunder, and the solemn sound of 
the trumpet, and the Lord's voice, and they 
went and stood afar oiF. 

Were they so frightened that they hegged 
Moses that he would speak to them instead of God ? 

They begged Moses not to let God speak 
to them, lest they should die. 

Did Moses do what they asked him ? 

Yes ; for, although " he did exceedingly 
fear and quake," yet he drew near to the cloud 
where God was, and the people stood afar oiF. 

Where can we read an account of the directions 
God gave to Moses ? 

In the books of the Bible which Moses 

wrote. 

What are the names of those books ? 
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, 

Did God give the ten commandments in 
writing? 

He wrote them with his own finger on two 
tables of stone. 
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Where was Moses when God gave him these 
tables of stone? 

Moses had been in the mountain with God 
forty days and forty nights. 

Did the people get impatient whilst Moses 
remained in the mountain ? 

Yes ; they were a foolish people, and they 
said that they did not know what had become 
of him, and they asked Aaron to make some 
gods to go before them : Ex. xxxii. 

Did Aaron do what they asked ? 
He told them to break off their golden ear- 
rings and bring them to him. 

What did Aaron do with their ear-rings ? 
He made them into a calf. 

What did the people say when they saw the 
golden calf? 

They said this calf was the .god that had 
brought them out of the land of Egypt. 

When God saw what they were doing, what 
did he say to Moses ? 

He told Moses to get down quickly, 
for the people were worshipping a molten 
image. 
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Did God say anything else ? 

He told Moses not to pray for them, 
for he would blot out their name from 
under heaven, and make of him a great, 
nation. 

When Moses got down from the mountain^ 
what did he do ? 

He had the tables of stone in his hands, 
and he dashed them to pieces on the ground 
before the people. 

Did he pray to God to forgive their sin ? 

Yes; for* forty days and forty nights he 
kept praying to God, and did neither eat nor 
drink. 

And did God forgive the people for Moses^ 
sake? 

Yes; and he told Moses to hew two 
more tables of stone, and he wrote the ten 
commandments again for them: Exodus 
xxxiv. 

Did the Israelites grow wiser and more obedient 
during their forty years^ journey ? 

No; they continued to provoke God to 
punish them. 
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Tell me some cxf the pfmuahiiieats they 
suffered* 

Once the Lord sent fiery flying serpents 
amongst them^ which bit die people, and a 
great many died from thdr poisonous bites : 
Numbers xxi. 

What were they complaiiiing about when God 
sent these fiery flying serpents ? 

Although God sent them angels' food from 
heaven to eat, they were compl^ning about 
the bread, and because they had no water. 

Did they say they were sorry for their sin when 
they were bitten by the serpents ? 

Yes ; they were ready enough to say they 

were sorry when they were in pain, and they 

went directly to Moses to beg him to ask 

God to take away the serpents. 

What did God tell Moses to do ? 

To make a serpent of brass, and put it 
on a pole, and set it up for all the bitten 
Israelites to look at. 

What good was that to do? 

God said that every one who would only 
look at the brazen serpent, although they 
were dying of the poisonous bite, yet they 
should live. 
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And did they look at the brazen serpent and 
live? 

All who looked at the serpent and believed 
God's word were healed. 

What did Jesns Christ say about this serpent 
that was lifted up on the pole for the bitten Israel- 
ites to look at ? 

He said that, just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so he should be 
lifted up, and that whosoever should believe 
in him should have eternal life : John iii. 14. 

What did Jesus mean when he said he should 
be lifted up ? 

He meant to tell his disciples that he 
should be crucified on the cros$. 

And if we believe that Jesus Christ died on 
the cross for our sins, shall we have eternal life ? 

All who believe that Jesus Christ died on 
the cross for their sins, and look to him to 
be saved, shall have eternal life, just as all the 
bitten Israelites were healed of the poisonous 
bite when they looked on the brazen serpent. 

When the forty years were ended, did Moses 
remind the people of all God's goodness to them? 

Yes, in the book of Deuteronomy ; he told 

them to remember how the Lord had led them 

through the wilderness, and that during all 
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that time he had not allowed them to want 
food, that their clothes had not worn out, 
neither had tlieir feet swelled for weariness : 
Deut. viii. 

. Did Moses lead the people into the land of 
Canaan ? 

No ; the Lord did not let Moses lead them 
in, but he took him up Mount Pisgah, and 
there he showed him the good land that he 
had promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

Did Moses die on Mount Pisgah ? 
Yes, he died there : Deut. xxxiv. 

Were the Israelites sorry when their great 
leader died ? 

Yes, and they wept for him thirty days. 

Who led the people into the promised land ? 

Joshua, the faithful spy, who brought a 
good report of it, led them into the promised 
land. 

THE PROMISED LAND. 

Our wanderings are over. 

Praise God the Lord to-day. 
The painful years are now no more, 

We\e passed the weary way ; 
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Oh, dreary was the wilderness 
That we have travelled through, 
Dreary, and dry, and desolate. 
And often fuU of woe. 

But our wanderings are over, 

And all our people stand. 
Led by the Lord Jehovah 

Safe to the promised land. 

Yet many were the gracious things, 

The Lord did for us there. 
And many times, when we had simiM, 

He tum'd at Moses* prayer. 
And every night the manna fell 
With dew upon the ground. 
And every day the blessed stream 
Flowed on with gentle sound. 

But our wanderings are over. 

And all the people stand. 
Brought by the Lord Jehovah 

Safe to the promised land. 

And now we see the ripening com 

Wave brightly o^er the land. 
And vines, and figs, and olive trees 

In rich profiision stand. 
Oh, blessed is the sight to see 
Of fruits, and com, and flowers. 
And &esh rich grass, and flowing streams. 
After a march like ours* 
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For our wanderings are over. 
And joyfiil here we stand ; 

Led by the Lord Jehovah 
Safe to the promised land. 

And here we praise the Lord our God, 
And sing his mighty power. 
And trust his love and do his will^ 

Now, and for evermore. 

For he will conquer aU our foes. 

And by his mighty hand 

Soon make us dwell without a fear 

In this our promised land. 

For our wanderings are over, 
And joyful here we stand. 

Led by the Lord Jehovah 
Safe to the promised land« 

A. S. 
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THE FAITHFUL HEBREWS. 
Dastisl I. III. 

Who was Nebuchadnezzar? 
He was a king who reigned over the great 
kingdom of Babylon. 

What did Nebuchadnezzar do ? 

He conquered Jerusalem, and took its king 
Jehoiakim prisoner, and carried him, with his 
mighty men, and his learned men, to his own 
kingdom of Babylon : Dan. i. 1,2. 

Tell me some of the names of the men that 
Nebuchadnezzar carried away captive ? 

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abcdnego. 

What can you tell me about them? 
They were God's prophets. 
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What is a prophet ? 

A prophet is a man taught by God. 

What things does a prophet know that other 
men do not know ? 

A prophet knows things that will come to 
pass, before they happen. 

Do you think I can tell you what will happen 
next year? 

No. 

Then how do you think a prophet is able to tell 
us of things that will come to pass ? 

Because a prophet is taught by God, and 
God knows everything that will come to pass, 
till the end of the world. 

Did king Nebuchadnezzar wish to employ any 
of these learned Jews as his servants ? 

Yes ; he told his chief servant to choose 
some of the cleverest from amongst them, to 
live in his palace. 

Why did he order this ? 

. Because he wished they should be taught to 
speak the same language that he spoke, and 
that they should learn all the things that his 
people knew. 
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How many did the servant choose ? 
Four. 

What were their names ? 
Daniel (whom the king called Belteshazzar), 
and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

Were these their own real Hebrew names ? 
No ; the king wished their names to be 
changed, so he gave them these names. 

What else did the king order ? 

He ordered that they should be fed every 
day with wine and meat, and that when three 
years should have passed away, they should be 
brought before him again. 

Did Daniel like this ? 
He did not like it at all. 

Why? 

Because he thought the king had changed 
their names, and was going to feed them on 
good food, and teach them the ways of his 
own people, in order to make them forget the 
one true living God: so he determined that 
he would not eat the king's meat, or drink 
his wine. 
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Did this please God ? 

Yes, and God made the chief servant fed 
tender love for Daniel. 

What favour did Daniel heg of the servant? 

He begged that, instead of giving them 
meat and wine, he would feed them on pulse 
and water. 

What is ptdse ? 

All vegetables that grow in pods are called 
pulse. 

Tell me the names of some vegetables that grow 
in pods. 

Peas and beans. 

What did the chief servant say to DaniePs re- 
quest? 

He said he was afraid to grant it, for fear 
the king should be angry if he saw their faces 
look pale and thin, when he wished to see 
them look fat and well. 

Did Daniel give up asking the favour ? 

No ; he begged the servant to prove them 
by feeding them on pulse and water, whilst he 
fed the other servants on meat and wine, and 
then at the end of ten days, to see which looked 
the best. 
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Did the chief servant consent to this ? 
Yes, and proved them ten days. 

How did Daniel and his companions look at 
the end of the ten days ? 

They looked fatter and fairer than all the 

servants that had eaten the king's meat, and 

drank his wine. 

Was God pleased with them ? 

Yes ; and he gave them knowledge and skill 
in all learning, and wisdom, and Daniel had 
understanding in visions and dreams. 

Was the king satisfied with them ? 

Yes ; he found them ten times wiser than 
the wise men of his own country, and he made 
them governors in the kingdom of Babylon. 

Did the king of Babylon worship, the true and 
living God ? 

No ; he worshipped the sun, and moon, and 
images made of silver and gold, and wood, and 
stone. 

Did the king wish his people to worship the 
same dead things that he did? 

Yes ; and he made a very great image of 

gold, and set it up on the plain of Dura, and 

ordered all the people to fall down and worship 

it : Dan. iii. 

c 

M 
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Was there any time fixed for them to worship 
the golden image? 

Yes ; when they heard the sound of the 
cornet, flute, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds 
of music, they were to fall down, and worship 
the image the king had set up. 

Were they to be punished if they did not obey 
this order ? 

Any one who did. not obey it, was to be 
cast alive into the burning fiery furnace. 

When Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
heard the music^ did they fall down, and worship 
the image ? 

No. 

Did the people tell the king of this ? 

Yes ; they were very glad to be able to find 
fault with them ; so they went directly and 
told the king. 

What did he say when he heard it ? 

He was filled with rage and fury, and he 
ordered Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
to be brought before him, and when they 
came, he asked them if it were true that they 
would not worship the golden image. 
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Did the king cast them directly into the fiery 
furnace? 

Not directly, but told them that all should 
even now be well, if, as soon as they heard the 
music, they would fall down and worship the 
image ; but that if they would not, that very 
hour they should be cast into the fire. 

What did Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
say to this ? 

They said they did not feel any care about 
it, for their God was able to deliver them 
from the fiery furnace, and from the king's 
hand. 

How did the king feel now ? 

Full of fury, and he ordered the furnace to 
be heated seven times hotter than usual, and 
when it was heated, he commanded some of 
his bravest soldiers to throw them into it. 

And did they do so? 

Yes ; they threw them in ; and they fell 
quite down into the midst of the fire. 

What happened to the men that threw them 
in? 

The fire was so exceedingly hot, that the 

flame caught them and slew them. 

M 2 
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Had Shadrach^ Meshach^ and Abednego their 
clothes on when they were thrown into the fur- 
nace? 

They had all their clothes on, and they 
were bound with cords so that they could not 
move. 

Did the king look on whilst all this was 
doing? 

Yes, he saw it all. 

And as he looked did he see anything that 
astonished him ? 

He was filled with wonder, and rose up 
quickly, and asked his counsellors if they had 
not cast three men into the fire ; and they said 
they had. 

What did the king say he saw ? 

He said, " Lo ! I see four men walking in 
the fire, and the fourth is like the Son of 
God." 

Now when King Nebuchadnezzar saw this, 
he went to the furnace, and cried, " Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the most 
high God, come forth, and come hither ;" and 
directly he said this, they walked out of the 
fire. 
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Were they at all hurt ? 

Not at all ; the' fire had no power over their 
bodies, not a hair of their heads was singed ; 
and although the cords were burnt that bound 
them, their clothes were not changed, and no 
smell of fire was left upon them. 

When Nebuchadnezzar saw this wonderful 
miracle God had worked to deliver his servants, 
what did he say? 

He blessed the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, who had sent his angel to 
deliver his servants who trusted in him. 

Did the king make any new law at this time? 

Yes ; he made a law, that if any one should 
speak a word against the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, they should be 
punished ; because now he knew there was no 
God who could deliver like him. 

Were these fiiithful Hebrews set higher in the 
king^s favour than they had been before ? 

Yes; they were made to prosper in the 
kingdom of Babylon. 



182 THE FAITHFUL HEBREWS. 



CHUBBEH. 

Teacher, all that yon have told jib. 
Makes us lore and &ar the Lord; 
We beliere that none like Jesos 
Can deliTer^ and reward. 

Tnien we heard how hanghty Pharaoh 
Was with all his army drowned ; 
We believed no other wonder^ 
Like to that^ wonld e'er be found. 

When yon told ns of the manna, 
Mnch we longed for angels' food ; 
And we wondered that the Hebrews 
Did not think it rare^ and good. 

When we thought upon the pillar^ 
Safely guiding night and day ; 
Much we wished that such a leader 
Went before us on the way. 

But that now you haye amazed us^ 
By the Hebrew captives' faith; 
We desire to see that Jesus 
Who delivered them from death* 

Now we wish to love and fear him. 
Serve him truly all our days. 
And we hope when he shall call us. 
Joyfully to sing his praise. 



183 



f totntji-first f MS0R* 



DANIEL IN THE LIONS' DEN. 

Dahiel tz. 

- In the last lesson you told me that besides 
being very wise, Daniel understood visions and 
dreams ; now tell me, why it was a good thing to 
be able to do this ? 

Because before Jesus Christ came into the 

world, God very often taught the people in 

dreams and visions. 

Does God teach us by dreams now ? 

No ; God teaches us in the Bible ; in that 
blessed book we can learn all that he wishes 
us to know. 

Did Daniel explain king Nebuchadnezzar^s 
dreams to him ? 

Yes. 

Where can we read about these dreams ? 
In the Book of Daniel : Dan. iv 
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Did Daniel keep in the king's favour? 

Yes ; and after king Nebuchadnezzar died, 
there was another king whose name was Darius, 
and he chose Daniel for his chief ruler, 
because he saw there was an excellent spirit in 
him. 

What business had Daniel to do for the king ? 

He had to manage all the king's servants, 

and to ^ve an account to him of all they did. 

Did the servants like Daniel ? 
They did not like him at all. 

Why? 

Because they were wicked men, and they 
wished to cheat the king ; but Daniel was 
righteous, and would not let them do so, and 
for this they hated him. 

What did these men wish to do to Daniel ? 
They wished to make the king his enemy. 

How did they try to do this ? 

They acted very cunningly ; for as they 
knew they could find no fault with Daniel in 
any of the things that he did for the king ; 
they thought they would make the king angry 
with him about his religion. 
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Did king Darius worship the same dead things 
as Nebuchadnezzar had done before him ? 

Yes ; but besides this he wished the people 
to pray to him, as if he were a god. 

Did Daniel pray to the same gods as Darius and 
his people did ? 

No ; three times every day, Daniel opened 
his windows which looked towards his own 
country ; and kneeled down and prayed to 
the living God. 

Did his enemies know this ? 
Yes ; the windows being open, they could 
see. him. 

Now tell me what these people determined 
to do. 

They determined to get the king to make 
a law, that no one should oiFer up any prayer 
to any god for thirty days; but that they 
should pray to the king instead. 

And if any one were found breaking this law, 
what was to be done to them ? 

They were to be thrown alive into the 
den of lions. 
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my did they think this cruel lav would hurt 
Daniel ? 

They thought it would hurt him, because 

they knew Daniel would not give up praying 

to his God. 

What was the next thing these men did ? 

They watched Daniel, and soon found that 
he went on praying just as before, with his 
windows open. 

Why did not Daniel shut his windows, and 
then the people would not have seen him? 

Because he was not ashamed to do what 

he knew to be right, neither was afraid ; for 

he knew God could take care of him. 

Did his enemies go directly and tell tiie 
king? 

Yes, directly. 

Was the king sorry? 

Yes, he was very sorry, and wished to save 
Daniel. 

Was he able to save him ? 

No, he could not ; because when the kings 
of the Medes and Persians had made a law 
they, could not alter it, so they threw Daniel 
into the lions' den. 
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What did the king say to Daniel before he 
was thrown in ? 

He said, " thy God whom thou servest 

continually, he will deliver thee." 

Did they fasten up the door of the lions' den 
after they had put Daniel in ? 

Yes ; they laid a large stone at the mouth 

of the den, and set a seal upon it. 

Was the king grieved ? 

Yes, and he went back to his palace, and 
instead of hearing music, and feasting, he 
did not eat anything ; and when he laid down 
on his bed he could not sleep. 

What did he do in the morning ? 
He got up very early, and hastened to the 
den of lions. 

What did he say when he got there ? 

The king was so full of grief and fear, that 
he cried out with a lamentable voice, " O 
Daniel, servant of the. living God, is thy God 
able to deliver thee from the lions ? 

Did Daniel answer the king ? 

Yes ; he said directly, my God hath sent 
bis angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they 
have not Jiurt me* 
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Was the king glad ? 

Yes, exceeding glad ; and when Daniel was 
taken out of the den, there was found no 
manner of hurt upon him. 

What order did the king then give ? 

He commanded that the men who had 
accused Daniel should be thrown to the lions^ 
with their wives and children. 

Did the lions hurt them ? 

" The lions had mastery over them, and 
brake all their bones before they came to the 
bottom of the den." 

f 

How do you think Daniel looks in the 
picture ? 

He looks very comfortable and happy ; he 

looks as if he knew the great God had shut 

the lions' mouths, so that they could not hurt 

him. 

How do the lions look ? 

They look as if they loved Daniel. 

But there are two lions looking very angry, how 
is that? 

They see the men at the top, and they arc 
raging at them, and wish to eat them. 
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AriB lions very fierce creatures ? 
Yes ; and they have sharp teeth and strong 
jaws, and can kill a man in a minute. 

What did king Darius do after this ? 

He made another law, that all the people 
should tremble and fear before the God of 
Daniel. 

Why did he do this ? 

Because he saw that the God of Daniel was 
a living God, who could do wonderful things ; 
and that he had shut the lions' mouths, so 
that they had not been able to hurt his faithful 
servant. 

What was the diflFerence between the God 
of Daniel and the things king Darius called 
gods ? 

The king's gods were dead things, and 

could not help him ; but the God of Daniel 

is the living God, who made heaven and 

earth, and can take care of all the things that 

he has made. 

Now, children, which is the best, to pray to 
the living God, who saved Daniel, or to pray to 
the images made of gold and silver, and wood and 
stone ? 

We think it is best to serve Daniel's God, 
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and we hope he will take care of us, and that 
we shall learn to love and serve him. 



TEACHER. 

I hope you will, but remember ! only those 
people will live with God for ever whose sins are 
forgiven for Jesus Christ's sake. 

Supported by the word, 
Though in himself a worm. 
The servant of the Lord 
Can wondrous acts perform : 
Without dismay he boldly treads 
Where'er the path of duty leads. 

The haughty king in vain. 

With fury on his brow, 

Believers would constrain 

To golden gods to bow ; 

The furnace could not make them fear. 

Because they knew the Lord was near. 

As vain was the decree 

Which charged them not to pray, 

Daniel still bowed his knee, 

And worshipped thrice a day : 

Trusting in God he feared not men. 

Though threatened with the lions' den. 
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Secure they might refuse 
Compliance with the laws ; 
For what had they to lose, 
When God espoused their cause ? 
He made the hungry lions crouch, 
Nor durst the fire his children touch. 

The Lord is still the same, 

A mighty shield and tower. 

And they who trust his name 

Are guarded by his power ; 

He can the rage of lions tame. 

And bear them harmless thro' the flame. 

John Newton, 



THE END. 
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